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Sum worn Defainee Sta 1

The Personal Representative made the following statement on hehoif of the Detainee,
who was present for the proceedings.

The fatwa was one of the reasons | went to Afghanistan, bul it was not the major reason.
The falwa was asking for help for Afghanistan, because it was an Islamic country. 1 went
{o help civilians, not to carry 3 weapon ot fight. 1 only intended to be gone from my
work at the Defense Department for one month.

When I got there, [ found everything did not Took right, not crgauized, not civilized as it
was described to us. 1 started to wake up and ask myself, what am 1 doing here? Strange
things happened, people would hil me and call me Wahabi, Wahabi. The Afghan people
do not [lke Wahabis and they are considered big enemies becausc their belicfs are
different. ‘The Afghans hit women and claimed they were the Islamic Police. Anyone
wirthout a beard they would put in jail. They condoned drug use and even legalized it,
even for students.

T am a married man with children. ] am an only male child with two parents. My parents
arc both in poor health, My children have health probiems too. One has kidney problems
and is in the hospital all the time and my daughter has 2 broken thigh.

For these reasons [ could not stay in Afghanistan any longer. I found myself in a big
mistake. So | called an Alghani person who said he would help me pet to Pakistan.
From the first week T was there I knew it was a mistake. So | called this guy to belp me
get oul. So, while I was therc, I was unable (o provide any heip, I did nof carry a weapon
or intend to fight anyone.

While in Saudi Arabia, [ saw media presentations about Afghanistan, showang how things
wore. 'When T got there, things were totally different and wrong. So, T think this media
was just to get Saudi money and contributions,

The most important thing i3 that T had no intention to fight against the United States oz
any others.

My father is a General in the Sandi Army and participated in the Gulf War with the
Americans. America gave us big help; otherwise Saddam would have taken over Sandi
Arabia, We are very grateful people and cannot do anything against the United States.

When 1 was capured, T talked to the interrogators. | told them that the problem the
United States has because of the 9/11 attacks is so overwheiming. Because of that, I do
not blame the United States for my capture; 1 see the reason for it. Al the ime T have

been here I have been cooperative. I never had hatred in my heart or any violent
behaviors,
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The Detainee then made the following statement,

1 would like 1o thank (he members for allowing me to talk with you and try to defend
myself, .

As far a5 my situation in Afghanistan, | went there only to see the country, not o fight, it
was just to help the civilians thers. When 1 got to Afghanistan, { found out what I had
heard was pot the truth. | committed & big mistake against my countey, my family, kids
and parents. [ tried to fix that mistake by trying 1o leave as quickly a3 1 could.
Circumstances were vory hard, which made the situalion worse. T way caught between a
rack and a hard place and didn’t know what to do, [ was like someone in the water,
frying to get to the shore. 1 wanted to find & way out of that mess.

As Far as being an enemy combatant, from the definition that was read to me, maybe in
the beginning | was supporting (he Taliban's call for Muskims, just like any other
Muslimr, Once [ got to Afghanistan, ! found out it was not what I thought or what they
101d me in Saudi Arabia. They said it was a Muslim country and we should help these
Muslim people, but it was to the contrary. I did not give them any assistance,
whatsoever,

The Taliban was not a good cowniry, and if I were to go back to Saudi Arabia, that’s what
1’d say. For me to be classified as an enemy combatant, I have not provided any support
to them whatsoever. Maybe 1 did make a mistake by going over there, but [ realized ]
made a mistake and was trying to correct it. 1 didn't want to coatinue making the
misiake,

I was in Afghanistan when it got hit, and that was cven more reason for me to leave the
country.

As far as my stay a1 the guesthouse, 3 taxi brought me there, The house belonged to the
Taliban and the taxi driver tld me the people were Arabs and he took me inside. The
Taliban peopie toid the driver to go back now that they had me.

The housc was free. I tried 1o see if | could fit in, but [ did not feel right in that
chvironment, so T started trying 10 figure out the best way 1o get out of there. The
uprising started in the country, and we were prevented from leaving the safehouse. They
said it was too dangerous for the Arab people to go out.

My presence in that housc docs not indicate that [ support the Taliban or their movement.
If the President of the Tribunal went to Italy and stayed in & hotel, do we say thathe isa
Mafia member? We wouldn't say that and it’s not true. We are the first people against
the Mafia. The fact that I was in their house doesn’t mean 1 helped them.

My capture by the Pakistani police was a natural thing because [ crossed the border. It
was & wrong move, but T was (rying to correct my first mistake of going to Afghanistan.
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by trying to flee the country, even if it was illegal. [ was captured by myself, not with a
group of peoptle, '

1 did not support or help the Taliban. Initially 1 wanted to help the Muslims. but
gvervthing was false.

As far a5 my big misteke, threc years of my life in this prison is more thau suflicient
punishment for me. 1 hope that the President looks at the human side of my situation, &5
far as my family is concerned, My kids ask their mother, “where’s my Dad, when is he
coming back?" When the kids are attending weddings back home, they are asked by
other kids, “where are your parents?” “Where is your father?” Tasu fear(ul about what
kind of mess, psychologically, that is going to be for the kids. My presence in the prison
Fere has madc me appeeciate Ty kids and how [ should take care of them, whenever H
legve this prisorn.

1 hope the President will remember my kid who bas a kidney problem and to consider
that when you are making your decision.

Please excusc me for taking 100 rauch of vour time.
Tribunal President: No apology nocessary, we are here today focused on you.
Personal Representative’s Questions to Detainee

G This is aboul 1aking the taxi to the house. When you got in the taxi, did you ask
{he taxi driver to take you to this house, or did he take you there because he knew
thet’s where other Arabs were?

A: When we went o the <ity, Herat, the taxi stopped at the Taliban government
offices. The taxi driver speaks the Afghani langnage and I don™t understand it.
The taxi driver said “Arab, Arab” which was a signal to me that the peopie spoke
Arabic. ‘The taxi driver went into the Taliban office for 2 few minutes, came
back, hopped in the taxi and drove me to the Arabic house.

Tribunal Members Questions {0 Detaines

o Prior to going 1o Afghanisian, you said you worked for the Saudi Defense
Department?

A Yes, 1 was a civil person there.
Whal was yuur position?

Clerk.
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Your responsibilitics were, what?

When people would (ry to join the Defense Department, 1 would take their name
and compile a list of names of all people applying for jobs there.

They have training for all the people, 5o T would sort thera out, some in the Ajr
Force, some in the Navy...Air Defense. I would get the list of people that were
supposed to join and I would take the applications and put the information on
different forms and submit to the different departments.

{low long have you had this position?

Eight vears.

Along the way, have you had any military service with the Saudi Armed Forces?
No.

So, vou’ve never received any military trajning?

No, 1 did not.

Referxing to the fatwa issucd by Sheik Hamoud, did you personally hear that or
whs it something you read in the paper or heard on television?

1 foung it on the internet.
What exactly did it say?

1 don’t recall exacily. It said 10 help the Taliban because the Taliban was a
Muslim country. That was not the major reason ] went there.

1 know, but T wanted to sce if you remembered if it said that a person should go
there himself, a person should pive money. .. what kinds of things?

To help the Taiiban, religiously and financially.
Was there any mention made of fighting against the Northern Alliance?
it's been three vears and 1.do notrecall.
You didn't go thore with the infend 10 fight at 2it, right?
Never,
1SN# 33%
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How did you know where 1o go in Afghanistan? Did you have help arranging
vour Journey?

When ] decided to go to Afghanistan, there were 2 lot of facilitators to help e
go. There were so many Afghani people there, (so I thought} they could help.
went 10 the souk {marketplace or bazaar), and found an Afghani guy there and
asked him how to get to Afghanisian from Saudi Arabla. He was an Afghan in
Saudi Arabia, 50 1 asked how he would go to Afghanistan. He ssid I could either
g0 through Pakistan or Tran, 1asked how to go through Fran. He said I should go
to a city called Mashhad (Iran}, and take a taxi to the Afghanistan border. That’s
the way I went.

Your original intent was only to be gone for 30 days?
1t was even less than 30 days when you consider travel time.

Did you explain all this with your family and discuss this decision with them, or
did you go without telling them what you were doing?

1 never explained it to the family. [lad I explained it to them, they would have

refused the whole idea, so I hid the information from them, 1 wanted to do it on
my own.

You realized it was a particularly dangerous time 10 go to Afghanistan, correct?

I knew that, but my religious feelings and commitments pushed me in that
direction.

How long did it take to get from Saudi Arabia to the house in Herat?

One day.

How long did you stay in the guesthouse?

Approximately 25 days.

What are some of the things you did while you stayed there?

The first week, I went back and forth 1o the souk, the market, o s¢e what was
going on and to get familiar with the area. Afler (hat, they prevented us from
leaving the house because the problems started. T was like a prisoner in that
house. T couldn’t lcave or do anything else. That's when [ started to think about
the best way to get out and Ieave the country.
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In exchange for you staying in the housc for frce, did the house manager give you
responsibilites you'd be expected to perform?

Wo, they never did.

How many other people were guests in the housc with vou?

It veried from seven to ninc people. Some would come and others would leave.
But thers was a house manager there all the tine?

Yes, there was,

He did not ask the puests w assist with the duties of the house?

No, an Afghani guy did the cooking and the clean up. It is a small house, and
didn’t need a ¢t of people to work there,

Did the house manager ask you to leave your passport, money and belongings
there for safekceping?

1 don’t recall that, but it is impossible that I'd give my passport aud monpey o
someone sise.

So, yvou had it with you at all times then?

Yes, 1 always had the passport and the money, and you have them in your
possession now.

You werc there for 25 days, the first week you were allowed to go to the market
and after that you couldn’t leave the house?

That is true.
So, when you were a prisoner in the house, what did you do the rest of the time?

There was nothing to do there. | was sleeping and when 1 wasn’i sleeping, I was
asking people how to get out so § could go back 16 Iran and my...

Did you ever see any Taliban soldiers or weapons while you were at the house?
There were soldiers sianding guard.
With weapons?
IS 339
Enclogure {3}
Page & of 14

UNCLASSHIED/FOUQR P
) guibol




UNCLASSIFIED/FOUO

Yes.
To prevent you from leaving?
[ believe they were guarding the place so no one could get in.

{f the presence of Arab people was & concern to them, why wouldn't they try to
get vou o Jeave instead of making you stay?

Te my hometown, or to a different country?
Ay,

Whoever escaped from that house, it is considered that they ran away from battle
and that is a big issus thal will be punished. They have a fatwa stating that
anyonc who leaves that house is open for punishiment, according to their beliefs
and religion. That's why I never asked the Arabs how to get out; T asked the
Afghani people [instcad].

$0. leaving the house is Jike running away from the battle, but they did not ask
any of you to fight for them?

The managor told me to go and fight. There were other people coming into the
house and the manager would tell them to go fight. Seme went out to fignt, but [
never did.

Tlow did you finally lcave the house to start your journey toward Pakistan?

There was an Afghani guy who cume to the house and he spoke Arabic, [ was
kind of hesitant to esk him how to get out, but [ finally decided it was the only
way to find out how to get out, so 1 asked him. The Afghani brought another
Afghani guy to help me out. The second Afghani guy is the person who took me
on a very long trip to Pakistan.

How long did it 1ake?

It was very long. We stayed at onc place for 17 days and we stayed at another
place for 10 days. He was hiding me wilh Afghani families,

Eventually, you crossed the border into Pakistan with your Afghani guides?

He brought me 1o the border on 2 motorcycle. The guy with the motorcycle is the
guy that took me 1o the bus station in Pakistan,

Was it at the bus station where the Pakistan authoritics confronted you?
ISNR 359
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No, it wasn’t at the station, | already hopped on the bus and the bus took off. (It
was) Past the second point of inspection, about 50-60 kilometers.

You had your passport with you at the time?

Yes,

Even though the Pakistani police saw you with your passport, they arrested you
anyway?

Yes. They wanted money.

If you had given them money, they would have let you go?
I wonldn’t know that,

They just wanted money for capturing you?

That’s what I meant,

"They put you in a Pukistan jail for a time?

Yes.

Did any Saudi Embassy representative come sce you?
Yes.

Did he make any offer to try 10 help you?

He 100k my name, ook off, and [ never saw him after that,
How long were you in the Pakistan jail?

Approximately one month.

Then the Pukistanis turned you over to the Americans?
Yes, then they brought me over here,

Al any time during your journcy from Saudi Arabia to Afghanistan, did you ever
come into contact with any people you learned 1o be al Qaida affiliales?

[ don’t believe so. 1 saw Arahs in thal house, but I don't know who they are.
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Is your father still a General in the Saudi Arabia military?
He retired after the first Gulf War, in 1991,

Have you had any contact with him since your detainment?
There have been a few letlers sent back and forth.

S0, your father knows you're here?

Yes, he docs.

You indicated that you did not1alk with your family before you went te
Afghanistan becanse they would not ke it. Why would you think i was such a
good idea if you knew your family would thiok it was such a bad idea?

That’s a mislake U've made. I’m admitting my mistake.

Did vou telf them yon were going 10 Afghanistan a1 afl?

1told thern [ was going on vacation. My family is more civilized than the other

Saudi Arabians, but they don’t accept the fact that | warnt 1o go on my own,
That’s why 1 didn*t tel} them,

Your job paid you encugh money thet you’d have encugh money to go for a
month withoul any funds from anyone else?

I was making about $2000 a month and thought that was enough money. 1 live
for fiee, in my own home and T don’t pay waxes on the money, 8o it was enough
money for me.

You mentioned that the housc turned into a prison.

Yes.

Was it turned into a prison by the Arabs or the Afghanis?
It was similar to a prison.
Tunderstand that.

The uprising in Afghanistan...the manager of the house was saying that the Arabs
were the targets and we might be killed and then they’d have even more problems
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and no one could leave the bouse unless they let them out. Because of that, |
stayed in that house as 4 prisoner.

Have you scen your passpott since you've been here?

One time, about 2 - 2 % years age when [ got to Cubs, one of the interrogators
showed me the passport.

How many times have you been interrogaled? Many times?
Many limes.

ave you cver made statements to the inlerrogalors that may not have been true,
just so they'd go away?

When they lirst captured me, 1 was very afraid and | may have lied then, but since
then I've told only the truth,

Would that be statements made in Pakisian?

Yes, only in Pakistan, the first time I met the interrogator.

The intorrogator from the Uniled Stales?

Yes.

How about here in Cuba?

T was telling the truth,

When you were not telling the truth, what kind of things would you say?

I told them | nover entered Alghanistan. T was under the impression that anyone
who entered Alghanistan would be killed, aud that's why I said I never entered
Alghanistan. '

Did you ever say vou received any type of weapons training?

No.

Did you cver say you were near the front line, fighting?

No.
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Q: You mentioned that you went from Herat to Pakistan alone, but you said someone
helped you,

A Twent from Herat by a hired, private taxi to Khost and stayed there for about 17
days, from Khost to a ¢ity on the border, (Spin) Buldak.

Tribun ident’s Questio

Q: When you were plamming 0 travel 1o Afghanistan, how [ong did you say you
planncd to stay in Afghanistan?

A: About 30 days,
It wonid be counted as vour vacation?

Yes, I could kill two birds with one sione. Tt was Hke a vacation and | could offer
my help.

You said you wanted to offer vour help with religious and financial moans?
Only religious help, not financial. [ did not have any money.

You took how much money with yvou?

Q2 2 R

$3200.00

You traveled in September?

Yes.

What month did you cross the border from Afghanistan to Pakistan?
December 5™ or 6%,

Bul it wus December?

2o > 0 2 R

Yes.

2

While you were in Afghanistan, and before you started to be treated as a prisoncr
and unable to move about freely, how did you provide this retigious help?

A Inever did. The circumstances did not permit me 1o do so. T was shocked by
what I saw when T first got to Afghanistan. They were saying this was a Muslim
State, but what kind of Muslim state was it? For me, it was shocking,
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I was subjected to being hit and tortured by the Alfghanis calling me the
“Wahabi.” Iasked why | was being treated this way and was told that the
Afphani people do not like the Arabs, That was one of the major reasons 1
wanted to get oug,

Why did you not leave immediately?

[wanted 10 be 100% sure,

You wanied to get your tecth knocked out just 10 be sure?

I had taken a long trip, and for me to go back without being sure? That doesn’t
make any sense to me. The circumstances were stronger, As soon as | got there,
the idea of going home was present. [ wanted to leave as quickly as I could. |
was trying jo see if things would change in the future. [ stuck it out for 2 few days
to see what would happen.

Do you recall observing any fighting or bombing?

On my way, ] noticed fighting going on. Ididn't see the [ghting, but I saw some
Afghani corpses on the road.  Maybe fighters or thieves kilied these peopie to rob
them aftcrwards. There was no security in that country.

As you were making your way to the Afghanistan/Pakistan border, who were you
hiding from?

The situation was so bad. People were kidnapping other peopie, people were
kiling other people, and you fear for your life. 1 was very fearful. Many times 1
saw bodies where [ was passing by,

The thieves will kill vou, take your car and money and fust run away with it.
During the time T stayed thers, [ was so fearful for mny life.

Why do you think the Arabs that were holding you in the safehouse in Herat
didn’t take your passport?

What do they need with my passport?

To help ensure that you would not leave.

1 do not know,
Did they take your moncy?
No.
ISN# 53¢
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Q: How much money did vou have when you were captured in Pakistan?

A A fittle more than & thousand dotlars.

Q:  What happened to the other $2000.007 Where did you spend it?

A I was paying for the taxicabs and | bought some staff. 1 paid the Afghani guy
$1000 to get me out of the country. 1 had a little more than a thousand dollars and
the Pakistan people took 1.

Tribunal Members Questions to Detainee

& You told your family that you were going on vacation. Was it meant to be by
vourself?

A Just for myvself.

Q. Lventhough your parents were in poor health, and your children had heaith
problems, this was accepted?

A It was just a short period of fime. 1 can go and do whatever I want to do. It's not
like & year’s time, it was only one month,

@ Wkere did you tell them you were going to go?

Al Indunesia,

Q: When you were traveling to Pakistan and left the house, did anyone offer you a
weapon, since it was so dangerous out there? .

A No cne offered any weapons.

Q: S0, you didn’t have one in Afghanisian? Did you have a weapon when you were
captured in Pakistan?

Al No.

Tribuosal President’s Ouestions to Detainee

Q
A

Do you have anything else vou'd like to say to this tribunal?

You shoutd understand the Saudis’ culture. The government does certain things

that the public does not even understand. The ¢lderly and the religious people do
the same thing,
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The way Sandi Arabia looked at Afghanistan, no one understands what is going
on between the two countries. Saudi Arabia is aware of and recognizes the
Taliben, even though they recognize that the Taliban protects Usama Bin Laden.

Tdon’t believe the religions people ot the fatwa anymore, The public is not aware
of what’s going on, neither is the media. People are confused by the news and the

relationship hetween Saudi Arabia and Afghanistan, and the public is also a
vietim,

Q' Tagree to iry to understand the different coltures and will continue to as we carry
out our responsibilities on this Tribunal, Thank you for your testimony.

TICATION

1 cextify the malerial contained in this transeript is a true and accurate summary of the
testimomy given during the proceedings.

Colonel, U.S. Marine Comps
Tribunal President
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