UNCLASSIFIED / FOUO

When asked by the Tribunal President if the detainee understood the CSRT process, the
Detainee answered, “Yes.”

Detainee: If1didn’t attend the session, how would you know that the accusations made
against me are lrue?

Tribunal President: We would use the evidence provided to us, if you were not here.
Detainee: That means | have to defend myself.

Tribunal President: You have that privilege here.

Detaines: | am not going to canse trouble [ am here o defend myselC.

[Transiator stated the Detainee was relerring to the comment he would be removed if he

were disorderdy during the proceedings.}

When asked by the Tribunal President il the delainee had any questions conceming the
Tribunal process, the Detaineg answered:

Please forgive me for asking but I have seen courts all over the world and 1 have never
seen one wers there are handeuffs.

Tribunal President: Iunderstand. 1f you have questions about this Tribunal at anytime,
please ask.

Detainee: Is this an American Tribunal or an Intemational Tribunal?
‘Iribumal President: This is an American Tribunal.

Detainee: This is the first time ] have been in front of a Tribunal, maybe you know if vou
¢an keep the handouffs during the ribunal?

Tribunal President: 'This is a military administrative process. ¥t is not a civil judge court
process,

Detinee: [asked this question for myself to understand if American couts use
handeuffs,

Tribunal President: This is a milivary process and procedure that we are following for
¢veryone. That is our system here today.

Detainec: No problem, please forgive me. Thauk you,

Tribunal Peesident: You may ask any question about this Tribunal at any time.
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Detainee: Thank vou.
Summariz ra Detui

| When asked if the Detaines wanted 10 take the Ouath, the Detainee staled, “Yes, but our
Qath is relipious Oath, not a legal Oath.™

The Detaince provided the following statement after clecting to be sworn:

Personal Representative to Detainee: The first piece of evidence stales you are a member
of al Qaida because you contacted al Gaida leader Abdul Hag, upon arrival in Istapbul,
Turkey in April of 2001,

Detainge: ] am not 2 member of al Qaida. What proof did you base this on?

Personal Representative to Detaince: The four statements of the Unclassified Sumemary
support the accusation that you arc & member of al Qaida.

Detaince: 1did get in touch with Abdat Haq, but his name is Jamaldi Boudraa. My
intontion when ! left Algeria was to go 10 Germany. When I got to Istanbul, Turkey, the
only way ] had to contact him was by a cell phone number. This cell phone number was
listed in Georgia, but I didn’t know that. I thought he was in Germany. When I {irst
talked to him, 1 asked him if he was in Germany and he 1old me he was in Georgia. [
asked him which Georgia was he talking about? The only Georgia I know is in the
Uniled States. e told me it was the Georgia that was part of the former Soviet Union. |
said I thought I was going to Burope. He told me I could come 1o Georgia. [ applied for
my Visa ard cighteen dsys later, I went to Georgia.

After 1 got to {ieorgia, [ went o a village where there ware scveral refugee camps with
Chechnya refugees and Chechnya fighters, If you would like, 1 can clarify more.

Tribunal President: The pancl will ask questions after your statement.

Personal Representative 10 Detainge: You traveled from Tstanbul Turkey to the Republic
of Georgia in 2001. You talked about this a fittle bit already.

Detainee: [ don’t have anything else ta add. 1f you have questions later, ] agree to
answer them.

Personel Representative 1o Defainee: You first met the al Qaida leader, Al 1laq, in
Algeriain 1992,

Detainee: He is sy friend. I've have known him longer than 1992. I have known him
since I wag lwo years old. My friend lefl Algeria for Germany becausc of all the
problems {n Algeria with the militia and tervorist, He was afraid be might get killed,
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In 1992, Abdul Haqg wasn’t an exwremist or an educated Muslim. He didn’t cven pray.

Personal Representative 10 Detainee: An al Qaida lcader said he knew you at 4 terrorist
training camp in Georgia.

Detaines: Who is this person who said he knew rme at this training camp? 1& he Arab,
Caucasian, Enropean? 1 want to know.

Tribunal President: The only information we have is that he is a leader. This Tribunal
daesn' have his name. It is not available to you in the unclassified.

Detainee: The place | went in Georgia had several villages. Thers was quite a bit of
distance between each village. These villages were full of refugee camps with worsen
and children. These are Georgian camps, not Chechnya lraining camps. It is impossible
for Georgia to allow Chechnya 10 have training camps in their territory. The Georgian
government is Christian. In Georgia, illiteracy cxists in the camps and they are
dangerous. There are several checkpoints and several problems.

Personal Representative to Detaince: Are there any broad statements you would like to
make about the ellegation regarding the evidence you are a member of al Qaida or
associated with al Qaida?

Deminee: Yes. First, this Tribunal has said [ am an enemy combatant against the United
States. From a hypothetical standpoint, let's say T am an enemy combatant against the
United States. In Georgia, | saw Americans CIA agents taking pictures. 1 can describe
the cars they were driving around in.

Tribunal President: Whose cars? Can you describe them? [don’t know who they are?

Detanee: The CTA.

[Detaince continuas statement:]

I can degcribe the cars becausc 1 knew they were coming to take pictures of Arabs i the
village. Because [ am an Arab, T was afraid. Maybe they thought I was one of them?
America wanted to capture Arabs because of the harm done to the United States. [f you
are saying I am an enemy combatant against the United States, there were several
Kalashnikovs in the village and I could have gotten a weapon and shot them (CIA). 1

have seen geveral Americans in ltaly, Moroceo, Algeria, France, Germany, and [stanbul.
Why didn't | kill them there?

You say Atddul 11aq is an &l Qaida member. How would I know if he was? All [ know is
he was my friend. [ am not aware of what he has done in the past. IfT am an enemy
combatant of the United States, why did they capture me five to six months after the 11
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September incident? 1f | were an enemy combatant as you say, I would have tricd to get
closer to Afghanistan to (ight.

The Americans didn’t capture me. The Mafia captured me, They sold me to the
Americans.

). What was the purpose of your trave] when you left Algeria o go to Germany?

A. There were several problems iy Algeria. The young all wanted to get out of Algetia
and find work clsewhers, since we didn’t have any rights in Algeria.

Q. So, you went looking for a job?
A. Yes. [went for work and 1o apply for refugee status,

Q. When you got 10 Turkey and you found out this fricnd was not in Germany, why
didn’t you just go to Germany without your friend?

A, Teouldn’t go dircetly from Algeria 10 Germany because they don't issue Visas, When
[ went to Istanbul, Turkey my friend was supposed 1o be in Germany. He was going to

help me obtain 2 Visa, When [ found out he was in Georgia, he said he would help me
get a Visa for Georgia.

Q. Have you atiended any type of military training camps outside of Algeria?

A No.

Q. The person the government is calling Abdul Haq hag been your friend since before
19927

A. [ have known him {or a long time. We lived two neighborhoods apart.
Q. At some point, Abdul Haq moved to Germany?
A, lleleftin 1992

Q. Somchow you got in contact with him. You were going to move to Germany and he
was going to help you get sel up with a job?

A. Abdul Hag fled Algeria because of sif the killings and probloms in 1992, Ho stayed
in Germany for seven years before returning to Algeria in 1999, We saw each other at a
restaurant and we sat and visited. [asked if he had taken care of his paperwork for
Germany? Tle told me not really he had just veturned 1o vigit his family. He was
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planning on returning to Germany to complete the paperwork. 13e [eft Algeria in 1999,
because there were still problems and killings by extremists. He told me if 1 wgntcd to go
to Germany, he would tey and help me. Shortly after that, 1 got in touch with his younger
brother who gave me the cell phone number. ‘There wasn’t any place that would give
Algerians Visas to a Buropean country, except Turkey. Tt is also easy to get to European
countries from Turkey. 1went to the Turkish Consular and got the Visa,

. How did you finance your wip from Alperia to Torkey?

. T had money. I was a businessman.

. What was your iradc?

Fuse to work in European clothing, jeans, suits, clothes, sneakers, and waiches.

You were in sales?

P -

Yes. Ialso worked in the sex.
Q. Fishing?
. Yes.

A
Q. You wanted to lcave Algeria to escape the moubles there? So, it didn't really maitter
where you ended up as Jong as you were out of Algeria?

A. Yes, the most impertant thing was leaving Algeria. I left Algeria. Then [ wound up in
Cuba. '

Q. Inthe Republic of Georgia, what did you do when you mel your (riend again? What
work did you do?

A. Not much. T went to the mosque to pray and helped teach the Chechnya boys (the
kids of the Chechnya resisiance) and several other refugee children.

Q. The dates in 2001, when you arrived in (Georgia and when you were captured by the
Mafia do you have the approximate times (dates and months)? When did you arrive in
Georgia, and when you get picked up?

A. [ entered Georgia in April 2001, I was captured on 28 April 2002, 1t is hard to forgei
the dawes of your troubles,

Q. Can you describe the Mafia that captured you in morc detail?
A. [eentelt you when they captured me.
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Q. 1 would like to know who, were they Georgians, Chechnya’s, were they Russians, do
vou have any idea who they were?

A, 1was asked this question by the interrogators and I didn’t want to answer it. T will
answer {or the Tribunal becausc it is different. The interrogalor is a dangerous person.
When I was first captured, a car came around and the people inside were talking Russian
and Geotgian. Talso beard a little Chechnya, We were delivered to anothcr group who
spoke petiect Russian, They sold us 1o the dogs. The Americans came two days later
with a brief case full of meney. They took us to a forest, then a private plane to Kabul,
Afghanistan,

Q. Who was with you when you were captured?

A. There was four of us. Myself, my fricnd Abdal Hag, a Yemeni guy name Zackria,
and a Chechnya driver, who was killed,

Q. The Mafia kilfed him?
A, Yes,
Q. Do you know why the Malia came after you?

A. It's obvious. They knew Americans were looking for Arabs, so they caprured Arabs
and sold then. Just like when somcone catehes a fish and sells it,

Q. You don'tthink the Americans were looking for you in particular; they were locking
for any Arabs that might have been in Georgin at the time?

A. They liked quantity, yes. At that place, there was 2 Chechnya resistance. They
figured there had to be terrorists with the Chechnya resistance. Inside Chechnya teritory
there arc Arabs.

Q. Why do you think the Americans cared about the Chechnya resistance? Why didn’t
they just give you to Russia?

A. America wasn't just interested in the Chechnya resistance. They were interested in
places all over the world, Any place where problems exist, the United States is
interested,

Q. When you were working in Georgia at the mosque, what were you doing? Teaching
the Koran (o the children? What was your fanction?

A, Ttaught them Arabic and the Koran.
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{When the Tribunal President asked the Detaines if he had any other evidence to present
10 the Tribunal, the Detainee asked Jike what?)

Tribunal President: Papers, more statements anything you want 1o present to us to
consider,

Detainee: You ask me questions, but I cannot prove it to you. You asked if | had any
witnesses who could help prove my innocence. 1 can’t bring witnesses here. 1wasin
Georgla and they can’t provide anything because they don’t know me weil enough, 1(
they did provide information, they would be Jying because they don't know me. If you
ask my family in Algeria they well tell you ] am innocent, but if you-ask why I went to
Georgia, they won’t know. Therefure, T really don’t need their testimony. You need
certain proof.

Tribunal President: That would be helpful to this Tribunal.

Detainee: Yes of course that would help, but I can’t give you anything else. 1f you want
to ask me questions, please do so. In regards to the al Qaida issue, before the 11
September incident and before | was captured by the United States Abudula Hag was not

al Qaida, Let's suppose my fricnd was a member of al Qaida, [ didn't know, and what
dogs it have 1o do with me?

Tribunal member: I understand. I want to give you an opportunity to state on the record
what you are.

Q. Are you a member of al Qaida?

A. No.

Q. Atc you a member of the Anmed Isfamic Group from Algeria?

A, To provide you with new information, I was in prison in Algeria,
Q. For what?

A. Twas a member of an organization called Jella Ettablee. We went places and
preached the Koran.

[A Tribunal member requested clarification on the name of the group.)

Detainee continued statoment: They had investigated us, and as you are aware, there
were several problems in Algeria at that time.

Q. Are you s member of any terrorist organization?
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A. They arc not an organization,

Q. The only organization you are a member of is Jamal al Tabligq?

A. This was not really an organization, There wasn’t any structare. 1tis opento
volunteers who want to teach others about Islam. That is ail itis. If you say God is only
God {inaudible),

Q. How long have you been associated with this group?

A. I was involved occasionally, here and there.

[When the Tribunal Prosident concluded the Tribunal, (be Detainee asked 1 the classified
information existed, the Tribunal President replied they would be provided the
information Jater.|

Detainee: Tjust want to defend myself.
Tribunal President: | understand.

[When the Tribunal President explained to the Detainee that if he was classificd 2s a non~
enemy combatant he would be returned {0 his country, the Detainee responded he didn’t
want to go back to Algeria |

Betainee: You didu’t capture me in Algeria,

Tribunal member: We've had this question before, Our Department of State works out
where you would be sent back, This Tribunal dossn’t have any control over that.

Detainee: Thank vou.

[When the Tribunal President explained fo the Detainee the Administrative Review
Board process, the Detainee asked if it was a Tribunal or with interrogators? The
Tribunal President explained it was & different board.]
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AUTHENTICATION

I centify the material contuined in this transcript is a true and accurare summary of the
testimony given during the proceedings.

Tribunal President
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