UNCLASSIFIED/FOUO

SUMMARIZED DETAINEE STATEMENT
PRES: You may examine documents or statements offered into evidence other then

classified evidence; however, some documents may be partially masked for security
reasons.

DET: 1have no unclassified information or nothing to hide.
PRES: Do you understand this process?
DET: Yes.

PRES: Do you have any questions concerning the tribunal process at this time?

DET: No.

PRES: For the record, the summary of unclassified information identifies Assem Matruq
Mohammad Al Aasmi as the detainee, but we understand through the Personal
Representative that the detainee prefers to use one of his aliases as Walid Ibrahim
Mustafa Abu Hijazi.

DET: No, that is my name. Aasmi is the alias name. Since [ came to Cuba they call me
by this alias name

PRES: Which name would you prefer to be referred to?
DET: Both of them.

PRES: And that is?

DET: Walid Ibrahim Mustafa Abu Hijazi.

PRES: The detainee has elected not to call any witnesses.
DET: There are no witnesses.

PRES: Do you have any evidence to present to .this tribunal?

DET: Yes, what kind of evidence do you want?

PRES: You can present a statement or witnesses; you indicated that there are no
witnesses, if you have a statement that you wish to make. I believe you have indicated
you would like to make an oral statement to the tribunal.

DET: Is it about Afghanistan and all that happened?
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PRES: Yes.

DET: The Personal Representative will go through all we talked about in detail. Itold
him when we sit in the tribunal he will do the talking for me.

PRES: Walid Ibrahim Mustafa Abu Hijazi, you do not desire to make a statement?

DET: I made my statement with all honesty. He will be representing me as far as
talking. You can stop him at anytime if you have any questions.

PRES: You indicated that you did not need to take an oath?

DET: Iwill swear, I am ready to swear. Iam truthful in each word I am going say.
There is no need for me not to swear; I will swear and I will be truthful.

PRES: Very well, you may begin with the assistance of your Personal Representative.

DET: I want you to start saying everything I told you all together. Starting with the
purpose of going to Afghanistan from Saudi Arabia. I wanted to show with all honesty.

Personal Representative states what was relayed to him by the detainee during the
‘two interviews that took place.

DET: 1told the interrogators and Personal Representatives that I was not an Enemy
Combatant to Americans. Idid go to Afghanistan three or four weeks before the events.
If I wanted to be an Enemy Combatant to Americans I would have done that in my
hometown. We have about thirty thousand Americans visiting every year; they go about
having fun. None of the people in my country have any animosity towards them.

I never went from Pakistan to Saudi Arabia and to Afghanistan for Jihad; my intention
was not for fighting. If my intentions were for fighting for Jihad then what is more
appropriate and more obligated from my side towards my faith to Jihad. My faith does
not allow me to go all the way Afghanistan to do Jihad before doing my duty in my home
country.

In my hometown I worked in restaurants and other places. I went to Saudi Arabia to find -
work; it was my only chance. If it were a criminal act for me to go to the camp, I would
not have talked in interrogation and admitted that I went to the camp, because I did not
know what kind of camp that was. I would not have talked and said that I trained and I
was there for two weeks. I trained on this weapon because I know that this kind of
weapon was nothing, if I wanted to train on weapons which exist in my hometown that

are very much stronger and harder then what I have experienced in Al-Farougq.
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When you catch an accused, you just capture them and put them in prison, and you tell
them they are killers. You take this person and you interrogate them for the negative
things. What are the reasons behind it? Maybe the killer had no intention of killing that
person.

I did not go fo the camp to get trained, I was there for a short time and I left it.

I have nothing more, I am telling you the truth. I don’t want to fight Americans; I don’t
want to be an Enemy Combatant, I want to be in my home country.,

It is very hard to find work and get income and provide for yourself, this was my chance
to go and find some work.

PRES: You may continue or does this conclude your statement?
DET: [ have a lot to say, but I will give the Personal Representative the chance to speak.

PRES: Does this conclude your statement; would you like to pass any more evidence
that might be presented through your Personal Representative?

DET: Iwill give him a chance to say what I told him about the story that you was saying
that I went all the way to Afghanistan just to be a Enemy Combatant against the
Americans. If you want to make me an Enemy Combatant then I would understand, but
outside of Cuba I was not an enemy for you. And I never thought of hurting any
individual American. How can you classify me as an Enemy Combatant? If you

conscious allow you to judge me as an Enemy Combatant I have no problem. I have
nothing more.

Had I worked where I could make a living and a future, where I could spend on myself
and get my expenses covered then the thought of going to Afghanistan would not have
come to my mind. If it were not for the work conditions in my country I would have
worked for myself. Ilove carpentry and I was very successful but [ had no means to
open my own shop. I had no chance, no money or job or anything.

This is the truth, Keep it in your mind that I am not an Enemy Combatant and I will
never be an Enemy Combatant. You cannot be permitted to judge anyone just because
they went to Afghanistan or attended the camp in Al Faroug. Again I am telling you that
Americans come to my homeland and they do their religious obligations. No one from
my hometown kills or kidnaps Americans or harms them; they walk around with no
problem at all. If I wanted to be an Enemy Combatant I would have been one in my
home country. Iknow surely it is not a crime to be in Afghanistan.

(To the Recorder after the Recorder declined to ask him any questions): This could be
my last proceeding; if you have anything, ask me now. After this is over [ might not be
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talking to any interrogators, Whether [ am classified as an Enemy Combatant or not, I
will not be talking to anyone,

QUESTIONS BY THE TRIBUNAL MEMBERS

Q. Walid, you mentioned that you traveled from Saudi Arabia to Afghanistan to help
your Muslim brothers, how were you going to help them?

A. 1did not say to help my Muslim brothers, this is when the guy I worked for in
Saudi Arabia told me to go and make preparations. I would be proud, but the
issue was not to help them.

I had Kalashnikovs in my homeland; all of my cousins have such things.

Q. Why did you go to Afghanistan?

A. It was my only chance to find income and a find a job. Allah watches everything
that I am saying.

If T had witnesses I would have brought them. [This is like when] A house is
being burned and there was a person sitting in front of the house and someone
came and burned the house down and left. Then the American authorities come
and take the person that was sitting in front of the house away.

Q. The man that you worked for, what did he want you to do when you went to
Afghanistan?

A. In his mind it was for preparation purposes.
Q. Preparation for what?

A. If anything came up, you would be aware of how to use weapons. From my
homeland I had some kind of preparation.

Q. So you went specifically to Afghanistan to receive military training on weaponry,
is that correct?

No, that is not true. My intention was not to get trained.
Why did you go?

I was forced to go to Afghanistan so this man could give me a job.

oo 0 p

When you arrived to Afghanistan, where did you go?
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I stayed in a guesthouse.

Q. Who ran the guesthouse? Was it an organization?

>

>0 PO

It was run by regular people. When they took us to the camp, I did not know what
was going on.

. How long were you at the camp?

Almost two weeks; after two weeks that is when the events happened.

. When you left the camp, where did you go?

. As to going from the camp there was not a plan, every oné was in a group and

went in different directions. I had no passport and no money and I did not know
about anything because I was new to the camp.

Q. How many people were in your group?

o

L R e - . Y e

o

. We were mixed with people from the camp and people that were not from the

camp. Some joined us,

. Was everyone in the group armed with Kalashnikovs?
. Some did, some did not.

. What weapons did you have?

. Kalashnikov.

. Did you also have grenades?

. No, I was not trained on grenades.

. Why did you have a Kalashnikov?

. They gave it to us in the camp. In Afghanistan you have to take care of yourself,

there are some hypocrites that work for Massoud.
When you left the camp, you traveled to Khost, is that correct?

Yes.

How long were you in Khost before you were injured?
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. No more than three months,

Q. During the three months that you were in Khost, what did you do?

A. We had breakfast and prayers together, but most of the time we were doing

.= = B

nothing,

. First, thank you for the statement that you gave to us earlier, but I would like to

clarify some things to make sure that we understand.

. Itis very essential for me that you understand everything.

- Can you tell us the circumstances surrounding when you were injured?
. Do you mean after the injury?

. First tell us: how did it happen?

. We were in some houses built like a hiding place. I went on my way for worship

and prayers, and I heard a commotion inside the house. One individual had a
grenade that blew up, so my leg got hurt. After an hour they were wrapping my
leg then they took me to a hospital about four hours later. At the hospital at
Khost, I stayed a day and a half until they put a cast on my leg. They told me my
condition was difficult and someone had to take me to Afghanistan. In
Afghanistan they gave me first aid, I felt faint most of that time. They took me to
a military hospital and they treated me well there and then they took me to
civilian hospital and they took care of me there. I came over here and they did
three to four operations for me.

. Earlier in your statement you made comments about hypocrites who worked for

Massoud?

. No, I said that because that is what they called them. Idon’t know what that they

mean by hypocrites. Should I tell you what I think honestly? I know nothing
about Massoud and the Taliban until I came here.

We understand from your answer that you had a negative opinion of Massoud and
the people that were with him, is that correct?

[ don’t understand the truth. Everyone wanted to have control over this land and
everyone fights so that they can have control.

Q. Did the people that you were with fight against Massoud and his people?

A. After being kept for three months and sitting, there was no fighting at that time.
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- You never heard of any fighting, either with the Taliban people or the Arabs to

come and help them fight against Massoud?
Yes, I did hear about it, but I did not know the intention behind it.

You also said that you were familiar with more powerful weapons then
Kalashnikov and grenades, those to you was relatively minor weapons?

. ITknow how to use the Kalashnikov and the grenades from back home.

. We understand that you were familiar with more powerful weapons from your

time in your homeland?

Do you mean that after I went to Afghanistan I made more powerful, are you
saying power?

In your statement that you gave to us earlier, I understood you to say that the
Kalashnikov and the grenades and those other weapons were relatively minor to
you?

I never took training and if I had I would have told you. I trained on the
weaponry I told you I was trained on.

. Since you mentioned it in your statement, we were interested to know what other

weapons you were familiar with from your time in Palestine.

. T'used to know about the Kalashnikov, because it used to be with other useful

guns that I was familiar with. What weapons do you think we would have other
then Kalashnikov and the American weapon?

We don’t know; that’s why we were asking you the question.
F-16 and Kalashnikov.

Did you mean M-167

[ don’t know the American word.

It is a rifle, correct?

Yes.

Walid, T have an additional question. Where were you on September 11%9
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I was in the camp.

In Al Farouq?

Yes.

Following that, you traveled to Khost and you were there for three months?
Yes.

Walid, do you have any more information to present to this tribunal?

I said what I have.

o L0 Lo P> Lo »

We understand, just in case you thought of anything else that you might like to
present to the tribunal?

P

If 1 had anything else I would say. You want to rule that [ am an Enemy
Combatant when I am not.

AUTHENTICATION

I certify the material contained in this transcript is a true and accurate summary of
the testimony given during the pr i

Colonel, U.S, Marine Corps
Tribunal President
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