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Dear Members of the Board:

I am an attomney representing Yasin Qasemt Muhammad Ismail in habeas corpus
procecdings in federal court in the District of Columbia. Irespectfully submit this letter in support of
Yasin’s release from detention at Guantinamo Bay. Over the past few months my associates and 1
have met with Yasin a number of times and have gotten to know him well. He is an amiable man
whose fondest wish is to return to his small village in Yemen, where he will be welcomed by his
family and community. Equally important, he is a very sick man who is clearly no danger to anyone.

Irecognize that the Board's function in the ARB hearing is not to re-examine Yasin’s
status as an “cnemy combatant.” The Board should be awaye, however, that a federal judge ruled on
January 31, 2005, that the military’s CSRT hearings were unconstitutional and findamentally unfair,
in part because secret svidence was never shown to the detainees and in part because evidence
derived from torture and abusc was deemed admissible by the tribunals.

The federal court’s concerns with the CSRT process are particularly pronounced in
Yasin’s case, since his designation as an “enemy combatant” is premised entirely on statements made

to interrogators while he was suffering from injuries he received at the hands of American soldiers. -

While in detention in Afghanistan, Yasin was interrogated more than a dozen times and was beaten,
kicked and stomped on by soldiers, leaving him with a fractured shoulder and broken nose. He
arxived at Guantanamo in poor health and in mortal terror of further abuse and torture, As the
Washington Post reported on February 10, 2005, Yasin is one of a number of detainees who were
subjected to sexual abuse and humitiation while at Guantinamo. It is unsurprising, therefore, that he
refused to testify before his CSRT until he was assured that he wonld not be subjected to torture at
the hearing.

Yasin represents no danger to anyane. Although threc years of detention at
Guanténamo have been very hard on him, he retains his easy-going manner and is still quick to
laugh. He has told me that he harbors no ill will toward the United States and that he simply wants
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to move forward with his life. He asks only to be allowed to refum to his childhood home in Gabal
Howard, where his parents and eight siblings live on the same property where Yasin once helped his
father tend sheep, Yasin's first task will be to regain his health, which has deteriorated in the past
three years. He has constant pain in his shoulder and suffers from an abcessed tooth that is
persistently infected. In addition, he was recently diagnosed with tuberculosis and remains quite
weak, In such a state, he clearly represents a danger to no one.

More important, Yasin wili be returning to a supportive environment and a family that
will nurture his reintegration into village society. As soon as he is healthy, Yasin intends o go to
university to study the Amabic language, with an eye towards a carcer in teaching. He will be
following in the footsteps of his two older brothers. One is presently in college studying Arabic; the
other, Jamel, is a university graduate with a degree in Chemistry and employment in the school’s
Chemistry department.

In order to get a sense of the supportive environment that Yasin will be retumning to, I
ask the Board to please read the attached affidavit from his brother Jamel. His words are a moving
testament to the deep love that Yasin's family feels for him. God willing, Yasmmllrenhzahlsdeep
desire to marmry and raise children in an equally loving environment.

Yasin is not a member of Al Qaida and never was. Heis not a secret operative bent
on harming the United States. He is a gentle man who at the moment is vary sick and desires
nething more than to return to the comfort and security of his family. He is no danger to the United
States or to anyone. I therefore respectfully ask that the Board allow him to retum to his home in
Yemen,
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to move forward with bis life. He asks only to be allowed to return to his childhood home in Gabal
Howard, where his parents and eight siblings live on the same property where Yasin once helped his
father tend sheep. Yasin’s first task will be to regain his health, which has deteriorated in the past
three years. He has constant pain in his shoulder and suffers from an abcessed tooth that is
persistently infected. In addition, he was recently diagnosed with tuberculosis and remains quite
weak. In such a state, he clearly represents a danger to no one.

More important, Yasin will be retoming to a supportive environment and a family that
will nurture his reingtegration into village society. As soon as he is healthy, Yasin intends to go to
umvcrsity to study Arabic language, with an eye towards a career in teaching. He will be following
in the footsteps of his two older brothers. One is presently in college studying Arsbic; the other,

Jamel, i a university graduate with a degres in Chemistry and cmployment in the school’s Chemistry
department.

In order to get a sense of the supportive environment that Yasin will be returning to, I
ask the Board to please read the attached affidavit from his brother Jamel. His words are 2 moving
testament to the deep love that Yasin’s family feels for him. God willing, Yasin will realize his deep
desire to marry and raise children in an equally boving environment,

Yasin is not a member of Al Qaida and never was. He is not a secret operative bent
on harming the United States. He is a gentle man who at the moment is very sick and desires
nothing more than to return to the comfort and security of his family. He is no danger to the United
States or to anyone. I therefore respectfilly ask that the Board allow him to retwrn to his home in
Yemen.

Sioerely yourt,_
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