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Summary of Administrative Review Board Proceedings for ISN 252

The Administrative Review Board was called to order.
The Designated Military Officer (DMO) was sworn.
The Board Reporter was sworn. |

The Translator was sworn.

The Detainee entered the proceedings.

The Presiding Officer announced the convening authority and purpose of the
Administrative Review Board proceedings.

The Administrative Review Board members were sworn,
The Assisting Military Officer (AMO) was sworn.

The Presiding Officer asked the Detainee if he wishes to make a statement under oath.
(Muslim oath offered).

The Detainee accepted taking the Muslim oath.

The Presiding Officer read the hearing instructions to the Detainee and confirmed that
he understood.

The Assisting Military Officer presented the Enemy Combatant Notification form,
Exhibit EC-A, to the Administrative Review Board.

The Assisting Military Officer presented the Enemy Combatant Election Form, Exhibit
EC-B, to the Administrative Review Board,

Presiding Officer: Assisting Military Officer please read your comments from the Enemy
Combatant Election Form.

Assisting Military Officer: The Detainee’s ARB interview was conducted on 05
November 2005 and lasted 45 minutes. After reviewing the ARB’s purpose and
procedures, the Arabic translated Unclassified Summary of Evidence was read to the
Detainee. The Detainee stated he understood the difference between the CSRT and the
ARB. When asked if he wanted to attend the ARB, present a written or oral statement, or
have the AMO speak on his behalf, the Detainee said he definitely would like to attend
and speak openly to the board members. The Detainee was very polite, attentive, and
would like to respond to the Unclassified Summary of Evidence after each point is read.
A copy of the translated Unclassified Summary of Evidence was given to the Detainee
for his review.
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The Designated Military Officer presented the Unclassified Summary of Evidence,
Exhibit DMO-1 and the FBI Redaction Memorandum, DMO-2 to the Administrative
Review Board,

The Designated Military Officer stated that a copy of these exhibits had been
previously distributed to the Assisting Military Officer for presentation fo the Detainee.

The Presiding Officer noted from the Enemy Combatant Election Form that the
Detainee wanted to respond to each item of the information from the Unclassified
Summary as it was presented.

Presiding Officer: Iam going to instruct the DMO to give the Detainee time to respond _
after cach item., If be does not want to comment, simply say no comment and go to the
next question,

The Designated Military Officer gave a brief description of the contents of the
Unclassified Summary of Evidence, Exhibit DMO-I to the Administrative Review
Board 1o assist the Detainee with answering the statements.

Designated Military Officer: (3) The following primary factors favor continued
detention: (3.a) Commitment (3.a.1) The Detainee answered a fatwa issued by Sheikh
Hamud al Ugqla and traveled to Afghanistan for the Jihad.

Detainee: Correct, I did go to Afghanistan but not to answer Sheikh Hamud. I heard
about this fatwa in Afghanistan from a couple of people I met there.

Designated Military Officer: (3.a.2) The Detainee served on the front lines at Talogan
where he was injured.

Detainee: Correct.

Designated Military Officer: (3.a.3) The Detainee stayed at the Nebras Arab guesthouse,
which was used by fighters headed to training at al Farouq and by Usama bin Laden.

Detainee: Correct, I was sent there by force because that was the only place that would
receive Arabs.

Designated Military Officer: (3.a.4) The Detainee was recruited by Jamaat Tablighi, a
group that recruits young men for Jihad in Afghanistan. Many of these young men are
poor and on drugs. The Detainee attended meetings sponsored by Jamaat Tablighi for
two months,

Detainee: They were a Jihad group not a Tablighi group. Because there is a connection
between Tablighi and Jihad groups and if you need clarification I can clarify it for you.
The Tablighi group say that their job is for God only, to notify people about God not to
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fight. The Jihad groups say it is about fighting the infidels who enter the Muslim
couniries,

Board Member: And he attended the Jihad?

Detainee: Yes, I came in just for the money. It was very influential and I was a very
poor person at the time, When you are there your family will receive 500 Riyadhs per
month while you are there. I gave a complete statement to the interrogators on how they
recruited me and everything about it.

Presiding Officer: It mentions here that many of the young men are poor and/or on
drugs. Do you have any drug involvement?

Detainee: Before, yes [ was.
Presiding Officer; Before you went on this Jihad group, when?

Detainee: Before Jihad, before all this. After I got married I left drugs and I left Saudi
Arabia and [ moved to Yemen.

Presiding Officer: How old were you when you were involved with drugs,
approximately?

Detainee: | was about 21-22 years old.

Designated Military Officer: (3.a.5) The Detainee attended the Institute of Islamic
Studies in Kandahar that supported the fatwa issued by Sheikh Abu Hamoud al Uqgla
that called for the brothers to fight in Afghanistan against General Massoud and the
Northern Alliance.

Detainee: 1did not attend that building. Before I was cooperative with everyone here, 1
made up a story about this building but I have never entered this building, I have never
been in that building.

Presiding Officer: So this statement you made at that time is not frue?
Detainee: No, it is not true.

Designated Military Officer: (3.b) Training: The Detainee attended the al Qaida run al
Farouq training camp in Afghanistan,

Detainee: Correct, for 21 days.

Presiding Officer: Can I ask you about the al Farouq Training Camp? How long does
someone normally stay there if you were there for only 21 days?
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Detainee: About a month and 10 days to [receive] the complete training.

Designated Military Officer: (3.¢) Connections and Associations: (3.¢.1) The Detainee
received $100 U.S. dollars from the son of a senior al Qaida operative who came to visit
him and other Arabs in a prison near Parachinar, Pakistan.

Detainee: This person was a Detainee with us in prison. He was the guy managing all of
the fighters in Tora Bora. He was the second man for Usama bin Laden in that region. -
His name is Hamid Salid Ali and he was the son of Bashir.

Presiding Officer: And he was here?

Detainee: He is with American authorities but I don’t where he is being detained.
Designated Military Officer: (3.¢.2) The Detainee met Usama bin Laden and listened to
him speak words of encouragement and enthusiasm to the fighters who stayed at the
Nebras Guesthouse.

Detainee: Correct.

Designated Military Officer: (3.d.) Intent (3.d.1) The Detainee traveled from Yemen to
the United Arab Emirates, through Pakistan and then on to Afghanistan.

Detainee; Correct.

Designated Military Officer: (3.d.2) While in prison near Parachinar, Pakistan, the
Detainee conspired to lie about fighting in Afghanistan and to develop a cover story
about teaching the Koran, teaching orphans, finding a wife and helping the poor.

Detainee: I did not say this I said something else. I was working as a cook on the front
lines in Bagram with a group of Afghans. I never had any connections to the Arabs; I
never said anything about Arabs to them.

Presiding Officer: This does not mention Arabs in it. It talks about you conspiring to lie
about fighting in Afghanistan and developed a cover story.

Detainee: Yes, I did make up a story but I did not tell them I went to look for a wife or
teach Koran. I was already married and I wasn’t there to teach Koran I told them another
story because if they ask me about Islam, what would I say; I know nothing about the
Koran,

Presiding Officer: You told us you were married, not out there looking for a wife.
Detainee: I am married and I have son,
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Presiding Officer: So what was the other story that you made up?

Detainee: My cover story was, that [ was on the front lines and I was a cook for the
Taliban. So when the line was destroyed I went towards Jalalabad and I stayed in a
house. Then I ran away and that’s when I met the Arabs.

Presiding Officer: Where did you meet the Arabs?

Detainee: 1 was with them six months in Talogan and al Farouq I was with the Arabs the
whole time. That was my cover up story before.

Designated Military Officer: (3.e) Detainee Actions and Statements (3.e.1) After two
weeks of recovery at a guesthouse, the Detainee went to Kabul for further treatment [for]
an injury, and then returned to the front lines at Talogan.

Detainee: I returned to a house in Talogan.
Presiding Officer: What was your mjury?

Detainee: A burn to upper torso (Detainee pointed to the area) and on my thigh. There
are some pictures of the car that I was in and it was burned, the interrogators know about
it.

Designated Military Officer: (3.e.2) The Detainee obeyed the order from Usama bin
Laden that all Arab fighters should go to Tora Bora,

Detainee: The orders came from people who worked for Usama bin Laden, and those

people were telling us to go to Tora Bora, Tora Bora was the only place to enter at that
time. :

Designated Military Officer: (3.f) Other Relevant Data: The Detainee is cooperative and
states that he is being honest to his interviewers because he realizes that only by being
truthful can he hope to go home.

Detainee: 1am cooperative to the point where my cooperation with everyone has led to
many people threatening my life. Ihave put my life in danger and therefore 1 cannot go
back to my own country, I refuse to go back to my own country. Last Friday the person
[issued] a fatwa for me to be killed and this person has been released, he is at home right
now.

Presiding Officer: Do you recall that person’s ISN?

Detainee: His name is Saad and he is a Kuwaiti. He is well known here from all the
fatwas that he gives. He gives a lot of fatwas.
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Presiding Officer: Do you know his [ISN] number?

Detainee: No, I do not.

Designated Military Officer: (4) The following primary factors favor release or transfer
(4.2) The Detainee states that he surrendered to the Pakistani Army after crossing over
the border,

Detainee: Correct.

Designated Military Officer: (4.b) The Detainee states that he had no knowledge of plans
to kill General Massoud of the Northern Alliance just before the 11 September attacks.

Detainee: Correct, I know nothing about it. This was a secret for Usama bin Laden.
After those things happened then we knew about them, people knew about them,

Designated Military Officer: (4.c) The Detainee states he had no prior knowledge of
plans to attack the USS Cole, New York City on 11 September 2001, or of any current or
future plans for attack on the United States.

Detainee: I do not know anything about that.

Designated Military Officer; (4.d) If released, the Detainee states that he would return to
his wife in Yemen and would not fight Jihad because he has already fulfilled his one time

obligation.

Detainee: I went there for the money and T have been here four years already paying for
that,

Designated Military Officer: This concludes the Unclassified Summary of Evidence.
Detainee: The village in Pakistan v;fas called Parashihar.

Presiding Officer: [s that where you surrendered to the Pakistani Army?

Detainee: Yes.

Presiding Officer: That’s in response to 4.a.

Reporter: That was 4.a sir?

Presiding Officer: Yes, that is the village name he is giving in response to 4.a. How is it
said again?

Detainee: Parashihar.
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Presiding Officer: Could you try to spell it for [us]?
OL-7: P-A-R-A-S-H-I-N-H-A-R

Presiding Officer: In that last comment it says that if released you would return to your
wife in Yemen.

Detainee: No, I have never said that. Ihave asked to be a refugee somewhere.

Presiding Officer: That’s why I am asking because it stated that if you were release you
would return to your wife in Yemen and would not fight Jihad.

Detainee: I told them I will apply as a refugee or immigrant somewhere and I will
retrieve my wife. Yemen is an open country and they have already issued a fatwa here
and as soon as I get to Yemen they will kill me in the airport.

Presiding Officer: And that is why I want to clarify it because it states that here. You
have also stated through the AMO that some threats were made against you in a fatwa.

Detainee: They have caused me a lot of problems and spit at me all the time.

Presiding Officer: Thank You!

The Designated Military Officer confirmed that he had no further unclassified
information and requested a closed session to present classified information relevant to
the disposition of the Detainee.

The Presiding Officer acknowledged the request.

The Presiding Officer opened the Administrative Review Board to the Detainee to
present information with the assistance of the Assisting Military Officer.

Detainee: Yes, I have some statements to make.

Assisting Military Officer: Yes sir, the Detainee wishes to make an oral statement and he
gave me some comments to present on his behalf.

Presiding Officer: Could you please explain to the Detainee that I am going to have the
AMO read his comments and then we will come to him?

Presiding Officer: Assisting Military Officer please read the Detainee’s additional
comments on the Enemy Combatant Election Form.

Assisting Military Officer: IfI am released, I do not want to go to any Arabic country. A
Detainee named Saad, from Kuwait, said he would kill me if I return, He left this past
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Friday (04 November 2005). He was in camp Echo with me. I am separated from the
other Detainee[s) in Camp Echo. I was threatened by another Detainee named Kalid a
Canada. He was released on Friday also. Kalid al Canada [*s] case appearcd before the
court, and his story was associated with me. I do not know this person. Only the lawyers
can explain this case. The documents about me being associated with him can be
retrieved from an interrogator name[d} She is well known here at the prison. My
friend and me ISN 111, would like to go [to] the United States and join the United States
[AJmy. My friend has been threatened also (ISN 111). I have no problems with the
United States. When I was a kid I’ve always wanted to live in the U.S. or Europe. Sir,
that concludes his statement from me.

Detainee: Kalid al Canada was presented to the court and he associated his case with me
and I do not know that man. This person is considered one of the closest friends to
Usama bin Laden and he has spoken against me in the media a lot also.

Presiding Officer: You may begin your statement.

Detainee: It is the same statement [ gave [to the AMO] but 1 have it handwnritten,
Presiding Officer: Do you want to provide the handwritten statement?

Detainee: I want to provide it ag a written statement.

Assisting Military Officer: Sir, just to clarify, when asked if he had any written
documents during the interview he did not. However, when he came in this afternoon he
had something so that’s what he wants to present.

Detainee: I only clarify about some points in here.

Presiding Officer: So you have a written statement you would like to provide. If you
could please give that to thc AMO and he will present it. I am going to ma.rk these as
exhibits EC-C as a written statement fom the Detainee,

Presiding Officer pauses briefly fo go over the Detainee’s writlen statement.
The Detainee made the following statement:

Some of the things that happened here was because of the interrogators. The
imterrogators would speak to me and I would tell them, then they would go to a different
Detainee and tell them that I told them about the other Detainee. Sometimes I would
walk through the cellblock and they would spit at me and throw urine at me. A lot of
mistakes have happened because of the translation also, a lot of mistakes in the
translation. Itold the interrogator, the female interrogator that I was the Sheikh's guard
and after a week when she came back she said Chalbi. Chalbi is in Iraq, what does that
have to do with my file. So finally the linguist corrected it and said the Sheikh’s guard, 1
know nothing about what happened to my wife (because] her life is in danger also. Every

ISN 252
Enclosure (6)
Page 8 of 12

20239 UNCLASSIFIED//F9UO


mlwahlin
Pencil

mlwahlin
Pencil


UNCLASSIFIED // F@ﬁo

time [ ask the interrogators for a lawyer they tell me I don’t have a right or they don’t
have a right to get me a lawyer or provide me with the information about the lawyer. I
know for a fact that people who are here and are poor, that don’t have a lot of money
have lawyers. Now [ am thinking a lot about my future and I will stay completely away
from all the Arab countries.

Presiding Officer: Does that conclude your statement?

Detainee: If you want clarification or [have] any questions I am ready.

The Assisting Military Officer had no questions for the Detainee.

The Designated Military Officer had no questions for the Detainee.
Administrative Review Board Member’s questions:

Board Member: We want to make sure we have your name correct.
Detainee: I go by two names (the Detainee gave his true name and his alias).
Board Member: How is your injury?

Detainee: I have scars it was bad but its well now.

Board Member: Have you heard from your wife?

Detainee: The last thing I heard from the Red Cross is that she was still in Yemen.

Board Member; You have talked about some confusion and mistakes of what your plans
were.

Detainee: 1 will build a new future for myself I will stay away from groups completely.
Anyone who has a beard I will stay away from. Four years I have stayed here for their
games and when I got to Cuba I have finally learned the truth about these people. They
are killing Muslims and they are killing innocent people and they will never stop. So
anyone who is a Shiites to them is an infidel. Now everyone in the cellblock knows
about me even the people outside the cellblock know about me, Usama bin Laden’s
people know about me. They will not hesitate to kill me or anyone in my family. If they
cannot kill me they will kill at least one person from my family to get their revenge.
Saad, who was released, said that if you live on top of the moon we will get you, if you
live under the moon we will get you. The Kuwaitis were telling me the Americans will
do nothing for you ask our lawyers, they have released us and we are going home. Some
of them are saying they will pay $100,000 to the mafia and they will find me wherever |
am and kill me.

Board Member: When you went to Afghanistan did you have a beard?
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Detainee: That was the first thing they told me to do, get a beard.
Board Member: When did you shave it off?

Detainee: Two years, I have been shaving. Now we are like gas and fire, me and
bearded people. If I was sitting here and any of them passed by they would say “There is
the enemy of God sitting there.”

Board Member: That may be the reason they don’t like you.

Detainee: The problem is they have asked, “Why did you give information about us?”
that’s why they don’t like me. They ask “Why are you talking about people who gave
you money and who brought you to Afghanistan, why are you talking about that?” When
I used to hear them talk about things in the cellblock T would always tell the interrogators
about what they were saying. Some of them were high-level Usama bin Laden people.

Board Member: So are you sorry you went to Afghanistan?

Detainee: The biggest mistake of my life, all because of money. I only received $100
and $200. Then 1000 Saudi Riyadh and 26 Rupees.

Board Member: Do you have any idea what you would like to do with your life?

Detainee: Have a new future and raise my child that’s it. I think about going to the
United States and join the United States Military or join the European Military. For 25
years Afghans have been living in poverty and [they are] uneducated and the United
States have done them a favor. Even in Iraq they have done them a favor, they have
saved them from Saddam Hussein. So when they went there they wanted to help the
people not hurt them. There is nothing in Islam that says hate the Christian or hate the
Europeans because they are Christians, there is no such thing in Islam.

Presiding Officer: I have one question in regards to your 21 days training in al Faroug,
can you explain to us some of the training that took place.

Detainee: I went there 21 days and the first day I was only in the receiving place of the
guesthouse. Then we moved inside the camp. The time I spent training it was only on
the Kalashnikov. 1had problems with the trainers there because they would tell me to do
this exercise to get on the floor and I didn’t do it and they didn’t like that and they didn’t
like me.

Presiding Officer: That’s not going to go over to good in the military if you want to join
the military.

Detainee: Your Army is different they give you food, benefits, and salary. This place
they give you food and in five minutes they say run before we could finish or they would
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tell us to go. The food was very little and they forced you to pray, watch Koran and read
Koran. When [ was thinking about going to Afghanistan I thought it was a very modem
country but when I went there they had mud houses, mud streets and everything was
made of mud. When they used to see and Arab walking on the street, to them it was like
seeing a one hundred dollar bill or like they came from the world of science.

Presiding Officer: 1 want to get back to the training I am more interested in that. You
said the Kalashnikov and what other kind of training.

Detainee: Only Kalashnikov, do you want to know what else they trained there?

Presiding Officer: What you trained on only?

Detainee: The Kalashnikov 1 already knew about it when I was back in Yemen. When
you go to Yemen you see people carrying a weapon like it’s normal. Any house in
Yemen will have at least four pieces of weapons,

Board Member: Sounds like the United States.

Detainee: Yeah, but in the United States the govemment has control over its people. In
Yemen the people fight the government. In Yemen some of the Sheikhs even own
artillery, tanks and heavy weapons.

Board Member: Wild, Wild, East.

Detainee: Pakistan is the same way, they are rich and they buy weapons.
Presiding Officer: Thank You!

The Presiding Officer read the post-Administrative Review Board instructions to the
Detainee and adjourned the open session of the Administrative Review Board.

Detainee: I refuse to go back to my country please. [ have been threatened to be killed. I
will be killed.

Presiding Officer: 1 understand your concerns and we will put that in cur report as well.

Detainee: Please, I have even spoken to the Red Cross about it (referring to his concern
for his life).

Presiding Officer: It will be in our report and we will make sure it is well known to the
Designated Civilian Official (DCO).

Detainee: And can you explain to me how I can get a lawyer and why I do not have one?
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Presiding Officer: Weren’t they issued information on Habeas Cases?
Board Member: They should have been.
Presiding Officer: Weren’t they supposed to be notified about the Habeas process?

Detainee: I want a lawyer I want to talk to him about becoming a refugee or immigrating
to another country. Idon’t have anything with the interrogators, I have nothing, and I
just want a lawyer to talk about immigration or migrating to another country.

Presiding Officer: We will make sure that is brought to the attention of the DCO in our
report and if there 1s something for us to get back to you with we will (Presiding Officer
referred him to EC-A, Enemy Combatant Notification Form).

The Presiding Officer opened the classified portion of the session.

The Presiding Officer adjourned the classified portion of the session and the
Administrative Review Board was closed for deliberation and voting,

AUTHENTICATION

I certify the material contained in this transcript is a true and accurate summary of the
testimony given during the proceedings.

Colorel, U.S. Marine Corps
Presiding Officer
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CORRESPONDENCE SUBMITTED ON BEHALF OF ENEMY

COMBATANT
ISN 252
Exhibit# Date Classification Guantanamo#/ICRC Letter #
EC-C] 08/11/2005 UNCLASSIFIED NONE
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08 Nov. 05

From: Basardah, Yasim Muhammed
To:  Presiding Officer
Via;  Assisting Military Officer

Subject: Translation of Detainee’s Written Statement Submitted by Basardah, Yasim
Muhammed, ISN #252, on 08 Nov 05 by OARDEC Linguist OL-7.

The detainee submitted the following statement to the Unclassified Summary of Evidence:
Responding to the primary factors.

a. Commitment
1. Negative — And no knowledge of this matter.
Yes.
Yes
Negative
Negative

Sk

b. Training
l. Yes
c. Connections/Association
1. Yes- but the person who gave me the money was Mohammad Salih Albyah who
is known as Abin Alsheik (son of Sheik) one of the prisoners present with me at
that prison.
in the Village (Bershi Naher) Pakistan

2. Yes- But the talk was centralized on previous war on the Russians in Afghanistan.

d. Intent
1. Yes
2. Yes- because [ feared the death penalty

e. Detainee Action and Statements
1. Yes- but after getting well I went to Kabul to receive additional treatment and
after that I returned to the house in Talogan city.
2. Yes- but this matter I did not receive it from Bin Laden personally but the official
there and I was just of the average people there and not an official or a manager of
anyone else but only me.

EC-Cl1
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4. The following primary factors favor release or transfer
Yes- and that was in Bershi Naher village.
Yes
Yes
Yes- As I mentioned to your Excellency previously that my situation
concerning returning to Yemen is a big danger for that [ request the right
to immigrate / refugee status for my wife and concerning the Jihad issue
this is something I will never think of in the future, and I will not even
mention it to myself, and I will not serve it, never never.
(The unnumbered pages)

o op

e. Other Relevant Data

1. Yes- I trust the United States government for that I dealt with all the
interrogators with the whole truth. But I decline going back to my country or
to any Arab country for fearing the safety of life and the safety of my family
from Bin Laden individuals whereas my family and 1 are threatened to be
killed by them, and this threat happened here in the prison for many times and
the interrogators and the Red Cross have knowledge of this matter, and for
that reason I was finally transferred to Camp Echo approximately before about
8 months ago with my neighbor (111) for critically for my safety from other
detainees, before about my neighbor and I received the last threat from the
Kuwaiti detainee named Saad who said that burning money not important but
killing you two is and we will do that wherever you are. Some of the
detainees issued a fatwa to that we are infidels, and to kill us and our families
to revenge, and according to what they call from the Islamic Laws. And you
have previous knowledge that Bin Laden and his friends are very dangerous
people and there are in every place according to what the detainees said, the
ones who issued the fatwa that assures to do this matter.
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