Summarized Administrative Review Board Detainee Statement

The Presiding Officer read the Hearing Instructions to the Detainee and confirmed that he
understood and had no questions.

The Assisting Military Officer presented Exhibit EC-A, the Enemy Combatant Notification
Form 1o the Administrative Review Board. The AMO then presented Exhibit EC-B, the
Enemy Combatant Election Form to the Administrative Review Board.

The Designated Military Officer presented Exhibits DMO-1, the Unclassified Summary of
Information and DMO-2, the FBI Redaction Certification to the Administrative Review
Board. He then gave a brief description of the contents of Exhibit DMO-1. The Designated
Military Officer confirmed that he had no additional unclassified information to present and
requested a closed session to present classified information relevant to the disposition of the
Detainee,

The Presiding Officer opened the Administrative Review Board for the Detainee to present
information with the assistance of the Assisting Military Officer.

Presiding Officer: The Detainee may now present information to the Administrative Review
Board. Assisting Military Officer, does the Detainee want to present any information to this
Administrative Review Board including written statements, oral statements, or witness
statements prepared on his behalf?

Assisting Military Officer: Sir, I met with the Detainee approximately one month ago during the
initial interview at which time the unclassified summary of evidence was read to him. Upon the
completion of reading that summary the Detainee provided me very sparse comments of which I
am going to convey to you now sir. The Detainee stated that he protests everything that is
contained in the unclassified summary and that he wants to change all of his previous testimony.
The Detainee provided me no additional comments but expressed to me his desire to speek at this
hearing personally with the tribunal members. That is all I have sir.

The Presiding Officer asks the Detainee if he wishes to make a statement and if so will he take
the Muslim oath. The Detainee declines taking the Muslim oath. The Assisting Military
Officer will read the allegations on the unclassified summary to assist the Detainee in
answering the allegations.

Assisting Military Officer: Al Ajmi went absent without leave from the Kuwaiti military in
order to travel through Afghanistan to participate in the Jihad.

Detainee: That is not true.
Assisting Military Officer: Do you wish to provide any additional explanation?

Detainee: I went to Pakistan to learn and memorize the Koran. I never went to Afghanistan, 1
went t0 Pakistan.

Assisting Military Officer: Al Ajmi was issued an AKX 47, ammunition and hand grenades by the

Taliban.
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Detainee: That is not trug.

Presiding Officer: Al Ajmi, feel free to expand on your comments if you’d like.
Detainee: What do you want me to do?

Presiding Officer: You can answer however fully you wish to explain these statements or to
counter them.. If you just want to say “not true™ or “yes” or “no,” that is fine but if you would
like to explain it more in depth, feel free.

Detainee: Yes, I do.

Presiding Officer: This is your opportunity to explain to us why these statements are either true
or false according to your opinion.

Detainee: These statements were all said under pressure and threats. I conldn’t take it. I
couldn’t bare the threats and the suffering so I started saying things. When every Detainee is
captured they tell him that he is either Taliban or Al-Qaida and that is it. I couldn’t bare the
suffering and the threatening and the pressure so I had to say I was from Taliban.

Assisting Military Officer: The next statements come from the category of Al Ajmi participated
in military operations against the coalition. Al Ajmi admitted he was in Afghanistan fighting
with the Taliban in the Bagram area.

Detainee: It is not true.

Assisting Military Officer: Al Ajmi was placed in a defensive position by the Teliban in order to
block the Northern Alliance,

Detainee: [ am not an enemy combatant. I said this only because I was under pressure and
threats and suffering.

Assisting Military Officer: Al Ajmi admitted spending eight months in the front line at the Aiubi
Center in Afgbanistan.

Detainee: [ never entered Afghanistan. ] never fought with anyone. My intentions were to stay
four months onty but under the circumstances I had to stay for eight months. I never fought. My
intentions were never to go to Afghanistan my intentions were to go to Pakistan.

Assisting Military Officer: Al Ajmi admitted engaging in two or three firefights with the
Northern Alliance.

Detainee: This never happened and I never participated in any fighting.

Assisting Military Officer: Al Ajmi retreated to the Tora Bora region in Afghanistan and was
later captured as he attempted to escape to Pakistan.
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Detainee: I have never heard of Tora Bora.

Assisting Military Officer: The next questions come under the category of Al Ajmi is commitfed
to Jihad. Al Ajmi went absent without leave because he wanted to participate in the Jibad in
Afghanistan but could not get leave from the military.

Detainee: The group I went to is a peaceful group. They don’t fight. I went with this group
called Tabligh. This group is a peaceful group that studies the Koran. I did not go absent
without leave to participate in Jihad.

Assisting Military Officer: In August of 2004 Al Ajmi wanted to make sure that when the case
went in front of the tribunal, that the tribunal members know that ke is now a Jihadist, an enemy
combatant and that he would kill as many Americans as he possible can.

Detainee: That is impossible that I would say such a thing. How could I fight the Americans?
They were with me in the military in Kuwait. I would've fought them in Kuwait not here. How
can | fight them here? How can I try to kill them here?

Assisting Military Officer: Upon arrival at the Guantanamo detention facility, Al Ajmi has been
constantly in trouble. Al Ajmi’s over all behavior has been aggressive and non-compliant and
has resided in the disciplinary blocks throughout his detention.

Detainee: Yes. [ never did any harm to anybody. Yes, it is true that they put me in a different
block but only because I wanted to tell my voice fo people. I didn’t have a lawyer to defend me.
Ididn’t have anybody to defend me, That was the only way to [et them know or to defend
myself.

Assisting Military Officer: Based upon a review of the recommendations from the United States
agencies and classified and unclassified documents, Al Ajmi is regarded as a continued threat to
the United States and it’s allies,

Detainee: You are the judge and you are the president. You are everything here. You can do
whatever you wish. I never meant harm to anybody. I never attacked anybody. Idon’thave a
grudge against the Americans. It is up to you. You are the president and you will do whatever
you wish.

Assisting Military Officer: There are no primary factors that favor the release or transfer of this
Detainee.

Presiding Officer: Al Ajmi, do you have anything else that you would like to present to this
board?

Detainee: I would like to change all the allegations that are stated against me and I would like
justice. That is all I want.

Presiding Officer: Al Ajmi, does that conclude your statement?

Detainee: I have nothing else to say.
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Presiding Officer: Did the Assisting Military Officer’s statement provide the information that
you wanted us to hear?

Detainee: Yes, [ am satisfied.
Board Members Questions to the Detainee.
Board Member: Can you explain what Tabligh is and what your part was in the organization?

Detainee: This Tabligh group existed in America. You can check it and know all about it. It is
all known here in America.

Board Member: Can you answer my question?

Detainee: My role was in this Tabligh to call people to pray, to do good. To let people know
that there is an end to this world so they can pray and do well.

Board Member: Is it a religious organization?
Detainee: Yes, it is.

Board Member: Al Ajmi I believe that your-dedication to your religion is genuine, what
direction or path will that dedication take should you be released?

Detainee: For peace.

Board Member: OK, having said that I feel with that answer in mind that there is some sense of
injustice on the part of your detention. Can that desire for peace and the anger you feel for the
injustice coexist or live together?

The linguist asks for the question to be rephrased in order lo convey the correct question io the
Detainee. The Presiding Officer rephrases the question.

Presiding Officer: Being detained here, does that affect your ideology of the peace concept that
you just mentioned?

Detainee: I don’t blame the Americans for what they did by bringing us over here and detaining
us over here. If I were in their place I would go out and look for terrorism all over the world like
they did but I have a feeling it is going to be a just decision by the Americans. That is my
feeling. I would do the same thing if I were in their shoes. 1 would capture the bad people, the
terrorists and bring them over here and detain them.

Presiding Officer: Al Ajmi, you stated that you were in the Kuwaiti military. What branch, was
it the Army?

Detainee: Yes it was government’s military.

Presiding Officer: What was your rank and responsibilities?
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Detainee: I was a soldier and you have it in your files. You have everything you need on your
files. 1 was just a soldier.

Presiding Officer: Were you released from your obligations? It says you went absent without
leave and you deny that so were you released from your military obligation in Kuwait?

Detainee: They didn’t really let me go. Ijust wanted to leave so I can go and spend four months
there and leam. I am entitled to leave of absence so my intentions were to go for four months
and when I came back I would show them that I had sick days or leave of absence permission. 1
will get it from the doctor but really they didn’t let me go.

Presiding Officer: You stated earlier that you had no intentions to go to Afghanistan. s that
correct?

Detainee: Yes, that is true. [ never had intentions to go to Afghanistan. I wanted to go to
Pakistan.

Presiding Officer: I understand intentions but were you forced to go to Afghanistan? Are you
saying you’ve never been in Afghanistan or were you forced to go to Afghanistan?

Detainee: Inever entered Afghanistan and my intentions were to go to Pakistan.
Presiding Officer: Al Ajmi, how old were you when Irag invaded Kuwait?

Detainee: I was young, Now ] am twenty-seven years old. God knows, I was probably about
fifteen years old.

Presiding Officer: Al Ajmi, do you have any other comments you would like to make to this
board at this time? Any final comments?

Detainee: All ] want from you is justice.
Presiding Officer; OK.

The Presiding Officer reads the posi-Administrative Board instructions to the Detainee and
adjourns the open session of the Board.

AUTHENTICATION

I certify the material contained in this transcript is a true and accurate summary of the testimony
given during the proceedi

Captain, USN
Administrative Review Board Presiding Officer
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() The family of Abdullah Al-Ajmi has requested that we submit materials to the Armual
Review Board (ARB) on his behalf, to be provided to and considered by the ARB in accordance
with Administrative Review Board Process §§ 3(D(2)(2), 3((1}(dX7) and Administrative
Review Board Process Step-by-Step § I(g)

(e) The members of Abdullah’s family, which includes his parents and numerous brothers
and sisters, have sent letters that they request the ARB take into consideration. These letters
demonstrate that Abdulleh is a valued member of his family and his community, and as such -
does not pose an ongoing threat to the United States or its allies, His parents characterize him as
an obedient, calm child with a kind, generous, and outgoing disposition, and his brothers and
sisters remember his sense of humor and his love of animals. Abdullah has many relatives and
friends, who he used to take turns visiting, Several members of his family note that Abdullah
has always been eager to assist other members of the community, and his brother recollects how
he once rushed to the scene of a nearby accident and helped to save the lives of several members
of the injured family. Given Abdullah’s close involvement with and lngh esteem in the eyes of
his family and comumunity, it is highly unlikely that he would engage in any behavior that would
make him a threat to the United States. _ %

of 2o

|

{‘-9 The letters from Abdullah’s family also provide information regarding Abdullah’s age,
work history, education, and family status, to be considered by the ARB pursuant to
Administrative Review Board Process § 3(f)(1)(d)(10). Abdullgh is still a young man, only
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twenty-three when first detained. His absence is particularly hard on his parents and siblings, not
only because of their strong emotional ties to him, but also because he played a primary role in
the economic life of the family, purchasing all of their household goods. Abdullah held a job,
tended to the sheep on the farm with his dog Johnny, and also bred falcons for hunting. In
additional to learning about animals, his hobbies are painting and photography. Abdullah has
much to return to, and his family is eager and anxious for him to retum home.

{w Abdullah’s family would also like to resubmit personal information and documentation

that was previously requested by and submitted to the Department of Defense, but which is also
relevant to the ARB procesdings under Administrative Review Board Process § 3(f)(1)(d)}10).
The *Personal Particulars” document submitted by Abdulish’s brother contains information
about Abdullah’s age, marital status, family, and education, and employment.

(u)  Finally, please note that these submissions do not constitute a waiver of the detainee’s
right to pursue his petition for habesas corpus and related claims brought in Al Odah v. Unired
States of America, D.D.C., Civil Action No. 02-828 (CKK).

Sincerely,;

Pd 114

- Neil H. Koslowe

Enclosures
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In the name of God, Most Compassionate. Most Merciful
To: The members of the Annual Review Board Esq.

Dear Sirs,

I am Malouk Sarran Mohammed Al-Ajmi, mother of the detzinee Abdullah Al-Ajmi do
hereby state that my son Abdullah is a good benevolent son who enjoys good character.
Abdullah is my third son after Fatima and Mesfer. He used to obey me and follow my
instuctions immedigtely. He has many friends and relatives, He is social person and he
had never gone any place except after obtaining my permission, He is very kind and
merciful with his brothers and sisters. He used to incite them to do well and | had never
observe that he likes isolation. After his detention 2t Guantannarmnu, ] was astonished by
this news. However be is always in my mind znd | ask myseif repeatedly whether he is
hungry, ill or on good condition. All these things come to my mind in addition to my
sufferings and lack of sleeping. I hardly sleep and [ woke up in the midnight and pray to
Almighty God to set him free. I always ask myself whether he knows what is happening
here. has he in idea regarding our festivals and pains. His elder sister Fatima and his
younger sister Mona marriage in his absence and he didn’t attend both occasions. In
every cheerful or painful occasion I remember him and weep, but nobody is
appreciating my sufferings. I am his mother and I am weeping because nobody is
assisting me in the return of son Abdullah to his brothers and home. I can't know to
whom I should file my complaint. after God. 1 am always asking myself where is
humanity and justice. 1 am weeping in the day and night but nobody is appreciating or
relieving my sufferings. Six festivals (three years) passed away end I didn’t hear
Abdullah congratulating me of these festivals. Another person cannot substitute his
place at home. Further he has created wide g2p in my beart that cannot be bridged by

any person whomsogver,

Finally I appeal you to return my son. [ seize this opportunity that was granted 1o me to
speak and say that my son is innocent and he has nothing to do with what happened.

Please return my son to me, please return him soon.

His sad mother Malouk Sarran Mokammed Al-Ajmi. v
Written by Mansour Saleh Ali Al-Ajmi

-
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In the name of God, Most Compussionate. Most Merciful
To: The members of the Annual Review Board ' Esq.

Dear Sirs,

I am Saleh Ali Al-Ajmi, father of Abdullah Saleh Ali Al-Ajmi do hereby state that I
miss my son very much. He is my elder son and he used to obey me. He used to visit his
relatives. He is calm in the respects others. He had a dog-called Johnny, this dog was
keeping the sheep in thl:-._ farm. Further he had some falcons which he was breeding for

hunting.

His period of absence is very long and I am suffering from his imprisonment like any
father whose son is absent.

I pray to Almighty God to release my son and return him safe 2s soon as possible to
restore happiness to his mother, father and ali those who like him.

Saleh Ali Atta Ullah Al-Ajmi, father of the detainee
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In the name of God, Most Compassionate, Most Merciful
To: The members of the Annusl Review Board " Esq.

Dear Sirs,

[ am Abdullah Al-Ajmi, alias Hussain, brother of the detainee Abdullah Al-Ajmi, do
hereby state that Abdullah is kind hearted person and enjoys good moral and conduct. In
his childhood be liked animal and birds breeding. He used to breed pigeons, and cats,
Further he is generous and he had never denied anything. Abdullah used to assist others
#s if they are his relatives. His severe love of others can be reflected in the incident that
occurred near our house in nearby street. Abduilah hurried out to assist the people and
he was the first onc to arive at the place of the accident, With the assistance of other
people he could save the injured members of the family. This accident reflects his
manhood and love to help others. I swear by God that nobody is like my brother
Abdullah. He js kind hearted and he used to purchase everything and goods for our
house. He had never denied us anything he had. He was also generous with our
relatives, Every two days he used to visit one of our brothers, friends or neighbours. He
used to sit and laugh with them. He enjoys semse of humour and he liked to Me
some staries. He is social person and he likes to live with other kind-hearted people.
Abdullah docsn’t hate others or he had never been an enemy to other people. simply
because he cannot hate other due to his kindness. He likes to cooperate with others and
he had never insulted anybody, rather he used to smile and say, “May God forgive you.”
Abdullah likes to watch TV programs about wild life, especially falcons and tigers as
well as other animals, Further he used to waich cartoon, such as pink tiger, Tom &
Jerry. Further he used to laugh and smile had never left his lips. He likes painting, and
photograph. Abdullah is the most kind and most reasonable person.

1 hereby appeal the American Government to release my brother as soon as possible
because we miss him and we are continuously weeping. My mother is always
remembering him and continuously weeping. the same applies on my father, brothers
and sisters, His friends are always asking ebout him, as they like him very much.

With thanks -
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in the name of God, Most Compassionare, Most Merciful
To: The members of the Annual Review Board Esqg.

Dear Sirs,

I am Mansour Salek Ali Al-Ajmi, brother of the detainee Abduliah Saleh Al-Ajmi do
hereby state that Abdullah was the only persen who used to give us advise after our
father. Further he used to teach and instruct usashe had always afraid that we may
associate ourselves with bad guys. He used to warn us from bad people. He was very
kind and he had always been in the house. When he went out of the house. he used to
have the peﬂnfssion of my mother. He used to sit with us for long time and he was
punctual, When he returned from his work he usad to sleep for a while and dedicate his
time to his brothers. He used to wam us from smoking. When he went to Pakistan he
took the permission of my mother and he told her that he was going to Pakistan to
memorize Quran. However we were astonished that he is at Guantannamu detention
camp. My mother -kept weeping day and night as she has been seriously shocked from
this news. We have lost great supporter and his imprisonment has caused us many
psychological, material and corporal sufferings. People are asking us “Where is
Abduﬂain, why he is detained in Guantannamu?” we have nothing to say, because we do
not know the reasons behind his imprisonment. At the same time we don’t know to
whom we should address our complaints and appeals for the return of my brother
Abdullsh. -

Mansour Saleh Ali Al-Ajmi
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In the name of God, Most Compassionate, Most Merciful
To: The members of the Annual Review Board Esq.

Dear Sirs,

I am Fatima Saleh Ali Al-Ajmi, sister of Abdullah Al-Ajmi do hereby state that we miss
Abdullah and we are suffering from his absence. He is my brother and we lived together
our best days of childhood. He likes doing well, to assist the people and he doesn't like
insulting others. He likes animals, particularly sheep, dogs and cats. He used to breed
chicken, pigeons and birds. Whenever I recall my childhood I weep and ] fee] that
have lost the greatest man in our house. I have got married during his absence and my
sister got married to. He doesn’t know that | am still suffering, even after my marriage.
So I pray to Almighty God and appeal righteous people to appreciate the situation of his
family and release him in order to restore our happiness and forget our obsession
regarding his safe retumn to us, God willing.

Fatima Seleh Ali Al-Ajmi, his sister
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In the name of God, Most Compassionate, Most Merciful .
To: The members of the Annnal Review Board " Esqg.

Dear Sirs,

I am Ribsa Saleh Ali Al-Ajmi. sister of the detainee Abdullah Al-Ajmi do hereby state
- that I miss my brother Abdullah very much. He used to teach me and give me advise.
Further he used to guide me to the right path. My brother is kindhearted man and he
likes others and his brothers and sisters very much. He is characterized by his sense of
humour and he used to pray for Almighty God to protect us and guide us to the
straightforward path. We are missing him in the family. He used to shake hands with all
members of his family when he returns from work. :

I pray to Almighty God to return him safe,
I cannot express my pains and agony regarding ﬁy detained brother.

Ribsa Saleh Ali Al-Ajmi, sister of the detainee
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In the name of God, Most Compassionate, Most Merciful
To: The members of the Annual Review Board Esgq.

Dear Sirs,

1 am Mona Saleh Ali Al-Ajmi, sister of Abdullah Al-Ajmi do hereby state that he likes
us very much. He likes and obeys my father and mother. I am his intimate sister and
very acquainted with him. He is one year elder than me and Iam very sad for his
absence, .but | can do nothing. I would like to see him. My brother Faisal is always
asking about Abdullah as he doesn't know him. When Abdullah traveled Faisal was two
years old, but now he is five years old. He doesn’t know Abdullah. The absence of
Abdullah has made us sad and when we meetpeoplcthcyaskus about our sadness.
Thcy donotknowthereasonofoursadness We pray to Almighty Geod to return him as

soon as possible.-

Mona Saleh All Al-Ajmd, kis sister
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Personal Particulars
File No. (3)
Full name Abdullah Saleh Ali Attallah Al-Ajmi
Father'sname : Saleh Family name Al-Ajmi
Mother’s name Malouk
Date ofbirthe : 1978 Age : 23
No.ofbrothers : 23 Order between . g
family members '
Qualification 2™ secondary grade  Occupation Ministry of Defence
Marriage details:
Date of marriage
No. of sons
Namely
I Age
2. Age
3. Age
4. Age
5. Age
6. Age
Family address: Ahmadi . . :
Area East Ahmadi Block : 2
-Street 4 Avenue :o-
Telephone ; 6253783 Telephone 3986167
Telephone : 3987958
Details Relatives Relationship His brother
stated by
Signai‘:ure (signed)
FL 3/FAC (1)
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