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IMMEDIATE RELEASE No. 703-07
June 06, 2007

Terror Suspect Transferred to Guantanamo

            The Department of Defense announced today the transfer of a dangerous terror suspect to Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.
 
            Abdullahi Sudi Arale is suspected of being a member of the Al Qaeda terrorist network in East Africa, serving as a
courier between East Africa Al Qaeda (EAAQ) and Al Qaeda in Pakistan. Since his return from Pakistan to Somalia in
September 2006, he has held a leadership role in the EAAQ-affiliated Somali Council of Islamic Courts (CIC). 
 
            There is significant information available indicating that Arale has been assisting various EAAQ-affiliated 
extremists in acquiring weapons and explosives, and has facilitated terrorist travel by providing false documents for AQ 
and EAAQ-affiliates and foreign fighters traveling into Somalia. Arale played a significant role in the re-emergence of the
CIC in Mogadishu. 
 
            The capture of Abdullahi Sudi Arale exemplifies the genuine threat that the United States and other countries face
throughout the world from dangerous extremists. 
The detainees being held at Guantanamo have provided information essential to our ability to better understand how Al 
Qaeda operates and thus to prevent future attacks.
 
            As with all detainees in Guantanamo, Arale will undergo a combatant status review tribunal, where he will be
given the opportunity to review an unclassified summary of the evidence against him and contest his enemy combatant
status.  The International Committee of the Red Cross will be granted access to this detainee. With todayÕs transfer there
are approximately 385 detainees at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.
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