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Today is the last Buzzkill Friday.  
how does that make you feel?
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By ERICA LEE
Aggie News Writer 

 In recent years, the politically 
charged issue of Guantanamo Bay 
has become a symbol in some activ-
ist circles for governmental corrup-
tion, as scandalous 
reports of prisoner 
abuse have surfaced 
from the U.S. deten-
tion camp located in 
southeast Cuba.
 Though most 
Americans will nev-
er have the chance to 
hear a firsthand ac-
count from inside the infamous pris-
on, for UC Davis students the oppor-
tunity presents itself this Saturday at 
8 p.m. in the Sciences Lecture Hall. 
Tickets to the event cost $10 and can 
be purchased at Freeborn Hall.
 Students will have the unique op-
portunity to hear personal accounts 

from three former detainees who will 
discuss their experiences with the UC 
Davis audience.
 The event is a benefit for the 
Guantanamo Testimonials Project, a 
project conducted by the UC Davis 
Center for the Study of Human Rights 

in the Americas.
 The Guantanamo 
Testimonials Project 
works “to gath-
er testimonies of 
prisoner abuse in 
Guantanamo, to 
organize them in 
meaningful ways, to 
make them widely 

available online and to preserve them 
there in perpetuity,” according to the 
project’s website.
 Almerindo Ojeda, linguistics profes-
sor at UC Davis and principal investi-
gator for the project, was motivated to 

By ALYSOUN BONDE 
Aggie Staff Writer 

 California’s massive adult enter-
tainment industry might be able to 
help the state out of its current bud-
getary woes.
 A bill working its way through the 
legislature aims to impose a 25 per-
cent tax on income received from 
adult entertainment venues — col-
loquially referred to as strip clubs, 
adult bookstores and “peep shows.” 
It would also extend to the purchase 
of adult magazines, merchandise 
and pay-per-view movies.
 Assembly Bill 2914, sponsored by 
Charles Calderon (D-Montebello), 
would use the tax revenue to mit-
igate the cost to taxpayers of “sec-
ondary effects” generated by the in-
dustry, such as law enforcement at 
adult venues, testing and treatment 
for sexually transmitted diseases and 
other social services.
 “There is a high rate of drug 
and alcohol abuse in the indus-
try, STDs, mental health problems 
and pregnancies,” said Tom White, 
Calderon’s chief of staff. “The in-
dustry is such that oftentimes peo-
ple get burned through and come 
out with nothing, no job skills or 
education, so they need job train-
ing or state services.”
 The bill would create an Adult 

Entertainment Impact Fund and use 
the proceeds to fund state services 
utilized by the industry. It could raise 
as much as $665 million in tax reve-
nue each year from the 
$4 billion per year 
adult entertainment 
industry, Calderon 
said.
 “[Calderon] is car-
rying this bill because 
we’ve got a budget crisis and he 
looked around and found that 
we’ve got an industry huge in the 
state that by its presence creates 
an impact on servic-
es,” White said. “We 
believe they should 
pay for the impacts 
they have on the state 
and state services.” 
 Opponents of 
the bill argue it is 
unfair to tax them 
above standard cor-
porate and sales tax-
es because the 
negative effects of 
adult entertain-
ment venues are 
overblown.
 “There are a lot of 
myths about the in-
dustry that are perpet-
uated,” said Angelina 
Spencer, executive di-
rector of the Association of 
Club Executives which represents 
adult nightclub owners. “They con-
stantly talk about the harmful ef-
fects based on studies, but when 

you do more in-depth research on 
those studies, you find out that they 
aren’t viable.”
 Spencer pointed to peer-re-
viewed studies conducted by Duke 
University and the University of 

North Carolina at Chapel Hill which 
found secondary effects of adult ven-
ues to be 70 percent fewer than of-
ten-cited numbers suggest.

 “It’s really serious to me why those 
[studies] are excluded by legislators,” 
Spencer said.
 California’s Legislative Analyst’s 
Office has found, however, that the 
negative secondary effects of the 
industry are well established, ac-

cording to the office’s 
report.

 “When the city 
of Los Angeles 
conducted a 
comprehensive 
study of [adult 
entertainment 
venues] it con-

cluded that such 
establishments are 

associated with high-
er rates of prostitution, 

robbery, assault and theft 
in surrounding commu-
nities,” wrote analyst M. 
David Ruff in the report.
 Whether the effects 

of the industry are 
overstated or not, op-

ponents of the 
bill argue that 
this is an ar-
bitrary tax and 

unfairly targets 
a misunderstood 

industry.
 “It’s not just 

about our members, 
it’s about any business segment,” 
Spencer said. “What arbitrarily starts 
in one industry could trickle down.”

By DANAI SAKUTUKWA
Aggie Features Writer

 Imagine spreading awareness about 
pediatric and adult HIV and AIDS by 
dancing the night away.
 Students will have the opportuni-
ty to do this at the first-ever UC Davis 
Dance Marathon. Beginning tonight 
at 8 p.m. and ending Saturday morn-
ing at 8 a.m. the event will be held in 
the lower half of the ARC Pavilion.
 Eighty-five percent of proceeds 
from the event will go to the Elizabeth 
Glaser Pediatric AIDS Foundation, an 
organization that raises money for 
prevention and research in pediatric 
AIDS. Fifteen percent will go to the 
Davis-based Sahaya International, 
a nonprofit organization that pro-
motes awareness of social, medical 
and environmental issues in devel-
oping countries, especially in India 
and countries in Africa, according to 
Sahaya’s website.
 The theme for the marathon is 
“Worldwide Pandemic.” It is not re-
quired that students come dressed ac-
cording to the theme, but it is encour-
aged. Various types of world music 
will be played, in addition to popular 
music.
 Cellular phone company T-Mobile 
and airline giant American Airlines 
are the event’s biggest sponsors. Emily 
Hsia, a senior neurobiology, psychol-
ogy and behavior major at UC Davis 
and one of the event’s main organiz-
ers, confirmed that American Airlines 
has donated four round-trip tickets 

By ANGELA RUGGIERO
Aggie News Writer

 Saturday will give cur-
rent, past and prospec-
tive students the chance 
to experience ancient an-
tiquity when the Classical 
Studies Association hosts 
the Classics Day celebration 
in the Sproul courtyard.
 The fourth annual Classics 
Day will begin at 11:30 a.m. 
and continue until approx-
imately 4 p.m. One of the 
day’s featured events is the 
public stoning of the asso-
ciation’s president, Jeff Lee 
— with water balloons, of 

course.
 “This event shows the 
campus that studying clas-
sics today can give you both 
an outstanding liberal edu-
cation and incredible bonds 
of friendship with your fel-
low students,” said Sara 
Mykytyn, vice president of 
the association in an e-mail 
interview.
 Mykytyn, a senior double 
major in classical civiliza-
tion and environmental tox-
icology, said that if it weren’t 
for her participation in the 
Classical Studies Association, 
she would have never decid-
ed to pursue a major in clas-

sics, let alone go past her ini-
tial classes.
 For younger students un-
decided about their futures, 
Classics Day can be a deter-
mining factor in where they 
choose to attend college.
 “[Classics Day] was one of 
the events I first heard about 
when deciding whether or 
not to come to Davis,” said 
John William Miller, next 
year’s vice president for the 
Classical Studies Association 
in an e-mail interview. “The 
classics community basical-
ly won me over.”
 Events for Saturday, along 
with the public stoning, will 

include a barbeque lunch 
and multiple skits including 
a performance of the song “I 
Won’t Say I’m in Love” from 
the Disney movie Hercules.
 “I’m really looking forward 
to the students’ produc-
tion.… Thanks to our musi-
cal producer, Sara Scheller, 
the performance should be 
fun and give a good laugh,” 
said Miller, a first-year clas-
sical languages and litera-
ture major.
 Mykytyn is also looking 
forward to the skit perfor-
mances, one of which will be 
The Aeneid in 30 minutes.
 “Every skit is based on 

classical literature and tra-
ditions, but stripped down, 
dressed in drag, stuffed with 
bad puns and still performed 
in front of all the professors,” 
she said.
 A mock faculty lecture 
will be done by the par-
ticipants of the Classical 
Studies Association, making 
impressions of the profes-
sors in the classics depart-
ment. Professor Rex Stem 
had planned to give a lecture 
on “Catullus,” or Roman sex, 
but instead decided to lec-
ture on a currently unknown 

Guest speaker Tenzin Dasang speaks about Tibet’s struggle with China during the Free Tibet Rally on May 28th, an event held by 
Students for a Free Tibet. Volunteer Tsering Tenzin(left) holds a Tibetan flag during the rally at the MU patio.
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Students rally for Free Tibet

Former Guantanamo 
Bay detainees to speak 

at Davis via satellite
Event is a fundraiser for UCD’s Guantanamo Testimonials Project
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Events

Bike for Humanity 2008! Habitat for Humanity 
at UC Davis is hosting its second annu-
al Bike-a-thon on May 31, 2008! Ride from 
Davis to Winters and have fun, enjoy refresh-
ments, and raise money for a good cause! 
Information/Registration ride.ucdhabitat.com 

Garage Sales

1011 Hacienda Ave. Sat. May 31 and Sunday 
June 1st 10-1. Fantastic Book Sale- UCD li-
brarian’s estate! history, political science, so-
ciology, literature, biography, travel plus other 
rare funds. Great prices $1 and up.

Computers/ Electronics

T-Mobile Exclusive Store near GroundZero/
Woodstocks: Free Sidekick LX. (530)756-
8388 aggiespecial@t-mobile-fire.com 
www.t-mobile-fire.com. Now hiring $12/hr.

Apt. for Rent

Nice and quiet 3BD/2BA towhnouse at 
Adams Terrace. Near campus and bus 
stop. Available 9/1/08. No pets. (530)758-
1375 mingsyang@yahoo.com

*******MOVE-IN SPECIAL!!!******* WIN 
A $1000 OR A WII!  FREE HIGH SPEED 
INTERNET AND EXPANDED BASIC 
CABLE! ONE MILE FROM UCD CAMPUS   
One bd starting at $970. Two bd starting at 
$1120. NOW PRE-LEASING FILLING UP 
FAST, HURRY IN TODAY CAMBRIDGE 
HOUSE  *******756-4020*******  

Apt. for Rent Cont.

Allegre Apts. Now leasing for Fall. 4bd town-
hhouse $2350. On the bike path to UCD and 
W bus-line, washer and dryer is some units. 
Call 750-2200 or stop by to see a model.

Saratoga West leasing 3&4 bd for fall lo-
cated near shopping and HWY 113. 
On UCD bus line, check us out at sara-
togawestdavis.com or call 297-0770.

Alvarado Sunset now leasing for fall. 
Spacious 2 bedroom apartments start-
ing at $1150. Wireless internet, pool, club-
house, half mile from UCD on F busline. 
Free parking. 756-1220

House for Rent

1222 Pole Line Rd 2200sqft 2car CH/A 
W/D NP (530) 297-0103 $2350

Room in House

Country estate master bedroom, huge walk-
in cedar-lined closet. Pvt-bath w/jacuzzi tub. 
Country serenity at edge of Davis. Perfect 
for neat, quiet professional or co-ed. $800/
mo. inc. utilities. (916) 396-6430.

Private room free utilities: tv wifi. House share 
6 bedroom country club home. Pools, spas, 
lake, tennis, billiards, etc. Summer $500 or 
Fall $600. Month to month. (530) 662-5592

Country estate master bedroom, huge walk-
in cedar-lined closet. Pvt-bath w/jacuzzi tub. 
Country serenity at edge of Davis. Perfect 
for neat, quiet professional or co-ed. $800/
mo. inc. utilities. (916) 396-6430.

Summer Sublet

Sublease (June 14-Aug 31) 3bd/2ba S. 
Davis $1500/mo (D/C from $1870) 5-7 min 
distance by car from UC Davis. Contact 
530-601-1254 or 530-231-5314 email: 
crhyoo@yahoo.com

Employment 

Administrative Assistant P/T position. 
[15-20 hrs/wk] For non-profit hous-
ing corporation. Work site in both W. 
Sacramento and Vacaville; hours flex-
ible. Please reply with resume to wsh-
dc@sbcglobal.net by 5:00PM June 5, 
2008. 

Help Wanted 

Experienced cameraman for 2 week-
ends in June. Rate negotiable. Email pro-
motekidsfitness@gmail.com

AGSNEEDJOBS.COM Paid survey tak-
ers needed in Davis! 100% FREE to join. 
Click on Surveys.

EGG DONORS NEEDED!

Healthy females ages 18-30. 

Donate to infertile couples some of the 
eggs your body disposes monthly.

COMPENSATION $5,000-8,000 

Call Reproductive Solutions now

818-832-1494

Help Wanted Cont.

Get paid $10-20 for completing easy 
1hr experiment. Perform simple, com-
puter-based decision-making task. NO 
experience required. Payment deter-
mined by individual success in making 
good choices. Register: www.experime-
trix.com/ucdesp. One time participation 
only.

Seeking healthy volunteers for studies of 
normal visual function. Experiments range 
from 1-4 hrs. and duration, and compen-
sation is $10/hr. Call 297-4425 or email 
lucklab.ucdavis@gmail.com for more in-
formation.

Design assistant position available at 
campus events.  Apply online at jobs.
ucdavis.edu.  Must be fluent in Adobe 
CS.

Business Opportunities

LOANS MADE SIMPLE I DEBT? 
TIRED OF THE BILL? TIRED OF 
THE RUN AROUND? QUICK EASY 
LOANS AVAIBLE. $5K TO $500K, 
PERSONAL, BUSINESS, VACATIO, 
OME RENOVATIONS BUSINESS 
START UP. GOOD, BAD CREDIT, 
EVEN BANKRUBPTCY, FREE 
CONSULTATIONS, NO FEES CALL 
TOOL FREE 1(888)629-0593 CALL 
24HRS

classifieds

Sudoku

Enter digits from 1 to 9 into the blank spaces. Every row must contain one of each 
digit. So must every column, as must every 3x3 square. Each Sudoku has a unique 
solution that can be reached logically without guessing.

Very Hard

25 Lower Freeborn Hall, UCD
One Shields Ave.
Davis, CA 95616
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for travel anywhere in the low-
er 48 states. These, among 
other prizes, will be raffled off 
during the event.
 Lilah Moorman, a UC Davis 
senior Spanish major and 
creator of the event, was in-
spired to bring the event to 
Davis after participating in 
one at UCLA last year. It last-
ed 26 hours, and she remained 
standing the whole time.
 “It was fantastic. There’s a 
point at around one in the 
morning when you feel like 
you’re dying, but then you get 
over it,” she said.
 A member of the Davis 
Honors Challenge, Moorman 
chose to bring a dance mar-
athon to UC Davis for her se-
nior project. She decided to 
create a 12-hour marathon, as 
it is Davis’ first one.
 After Moorman presented 
the idea to her class, other stu-
dents decided to join. Together, 
they formed committees and 
chose members through an 
online application process.
 Now, after roughly two 
quarters of meeting, organiz-
ing and fundraising, the group 
gets to see their efforts come 
to life tonight.
 “It was a lot harder than we 
thought it was going to be. 
We’ve learned a lot…. I’m look-
ing forward to it,” Hsia said.
 One of several UC Davis dance 

or vocal groups will perform ev-
ery hour. Dance performers in-
clude hip-hop dance group 
Mobility and folklorico dance 
troupe Danzantes Del Alma. A 
cappella performances will be 
given by the Lounge Lizards, the 
Liquid Hotplates, and Dames 
and Fellas, among others.
 Moorman said the exten-
sive performance lineup is de-
signed to keep participants 
energized and upbeat. As a re-
sult, performances will occur 
throughout the whole event, 
even in the early hours of the 
morning. For example, UCD’s 
Iranian Dance Team is sched-
uled to perform at 4 a.m.
 All the activity is bound to 
create a few hungry stom-
achs, so a midnight snack of 
Woodstock’s pizza and ice 
cream from Davis Creamery 
will be provided. Breakfast will 
also be served, and snacks and 
beverages will be provided 
throughout the night.
 Although it is encouraged 
that participants dance the 
entire time, they will be al-
lowed to sit down on the floor 
if needed. There will also 
be a “contemplation room” 
for those who need a little 
rest, where dancers can view 
Microsoft PowerPoint presen-
tations and read educational 
pamphlets with information 
on HIV and AIDS.
 Educating participants is 
very important to the dance 
marathon organizers.
 “A lot of people don’t know 

how HIV/AIDS is transmit-
ted and that there are no real 
symptoms,” said Mayha Patel, 
a senior psychology major 
at UC Davis and head of the 
group’s education commit-
tee. “It’s all about getting the 
awareness out there for pedi-
atric AIDS and adult AIDS.” 
 There will be educational and 
trivia games. Participants will 
also each be given nametags 
with AIDS facts on them.
 Moorman said that in the 
end, the information the par-
ticipants leave with is what’s 
most important.
 “I think a lot of people know 
that HIV/AIDS exists, but they 
don’t really know the details 
and they don’t really know 
what to do about it,” she said. 
“I want people to see that there 
is a lot they can do. Each per-
son has the power the power 
to do so much, especially with 
an event like this.”
 It is not too late for those 
who still wish to participate in 
the event. Registration is open 
until 3 p.m., and can be com-
pleted online. The website can 
be found on the group’s web-
page on facebook.com. A $10 
registration fee is required.
 For more information on 
tonight’s event and on how 
you can be on the committee 
next year, send questions to 
UCDdancemarathon@gmail.
com.

DANAI SAKUTUKWA can be reached at 
features@californiaaggie.com.
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start it by his reaction to people’s 
discussions on Guantanamo, 
he said.
 “I could not bear to hear 
people discuss whether the 
torture was justified or not,” 
Ojeda said. “It is never OK and 
it shocked me that these con-
versations were occurring. [UC 
Davis] got a grant to develop 
a human rights center and I 
thought that this would be an 
appropriate focus.”
 The three detainees — Adel 
Hasan Hamad, Salim Adam 
and Hammad Ali Amno Gad 
Allah — will be broadcast via 
videoconference from Sudan 
and will be interviewed by re-
nowned broadcast journal-
ist, Amy Goodman, host of the 
independent news program 
“Democracy Now!”
 Ojeda got in contact with 
the three men through for-
mer UC Davis student Isma’il 
Kushkush, who is currently 
working as a journalist in his 
native Sudan.
 Kushkush first became inter-
ested in the subject of prisoner 
abuse while still a student, he 
said.
 “In 2006, I attended the 
Center of the Study of Human 
Rights in the Americas 
event in 2006 at Freeborn 
Hall that hosted Chaplain 
James Yee, a Muslim army 
chaplain in Guantanamo, 

wrongly charged of espio-
nage,” Kushkush said in an 
e-mail interview. “The pro-
gram was extremely success-
ful in my mind. While work-
ing as a journalist in Sudan, 
I met and interviewed for-
mer Guantanamo detainees. 
I thought it would be great if 
we could do something simi-
lar to the James Yee program 
and contacted Almerindo.”
 Ojeda said the experiences of 
Hamad, Adam and Allah high-
light the government’s practice 
of arresting individuals with-
out legitimate cause.
 “[These men] were work-
ing for a charitable organi-
zation that U.S. officials be-
lieved was connected to cer-
tain terrorist groups,” Ojeda 
said. “The U.S. government 
has some very wide criteria [in 
their arrests]. There have been 
instances when individuals 
have been suspected as sup-
porters of terrorism because 
they donated money that, un-
beknownst to them, ended up 
in the hands of a terrorist pro-
gram. If you employ someone 
that is associated with terror-
ist activity, you yourself can be 
labeled a suspect.”
 “Many Arabs working in 
Pakistan, most who were teach-
ers or humanitarian workers 
working with Afghan refugees, 
were all ‘rounded up’ indis-
criminately,” Kushkush said. 
“Arab workers, like these men, 
all became targets of the war 
on terror.”

 Though all three men have 
since been released, as with 
many former prisoners, U.S. 
officials have given no reason 
for their release, Ojeda said.
 “These men were released 
with no explanation, apology 
or reparations,” he said. “This 
is a general pattern. There does 
not seem to be any clear cor-
relation between trial results 
and who gets released…‘guilty’ 
men go free while ‘innocent’ 
men remain … no reason is 
given.”
 Charles Walker, director of the 
Hemispheric Institute on the 
Americas, which is co-sponsor-
ing the event, said he hopes the 
event provides a learning expe-
rience for students.
 “We hope to shed light on 
how Guantanamo works and 
the potential abuse that takes 
place,” he said.
 Ojeda, on the other hand, 
hopes the event functions on 
an even higher level.
 “I would hope that stu-
dents not only walk away with 
a more personal knowledge of 
the prisoners’ plight, but that 
they are inspired to respond in 
peaceful, legal ways,” he said. 
“These men have been painted 
as the worst of the worst, but in 
most cases they are simply the 
unluckiest of the unluckiest. 
Hopefully this event will moti-
vate attendees to speak up for 
justice.”

ERICA LEE can be reached at campus@
californiaaggie.com. 
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